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Arthur Lock 


Modern Miracles in the life of Arthur 
Lock, former “Mayor of Capitol Avenue” 


‘| Was an Alcoholic’ 


A Personal Testimony 


Lock. I am 48 


I am Arthur 


and weigh 200 pounds. 

Five years ago I weighed 129 
pounds, was dying with galloping 
tuberculosis in both lungs, was 
losing one-fourth pint of blood or- 
ally each day, was suffering with 
a dermatitis known as “the blotch 
of Egypt,” and was lying in a 
convict’s bunk on the city prison 
farm of Houston, Texas, just wait- 
ing for the end to come. 

For a quarter of a century I had 


Priest Explains the 
“Form of Godliness” 


Catholic Priest Explains Prayer to Mary, the Rosary, Catholic 
Tradition, Baptismal Regeneration, Salvation by 
Works, Why Catholics Play Down the Bible 


By Rev. Dewey Godwin, Pastor 
The Community Church, 
Box 97, Skellytown, Texas 


“Having a form of godliness, but denying the power 
”—I1 Tim. 3:5. 


thereof: from such turn away. 


It was my opportunity a few 
weeks ago to visit an open house 
which the Roman Catholic Church 
had in a nearby town. In fact they 
even permitted me to take pic- 
tures of their statues, altar, con- 
fession booth, their baptistery and 
sacred vessels. During this time 
the priest explained most of these 
things to me and I-was permitted 
to ask him any question I wished. 
However, seldom would he give 
me a positive or negative answer, 
but would explain everything in 
detail, using their domestic paral- 
lels, philosophy and logic to their 
own advantage to prove they were 
right. 


Said Mary Was “Perfect” 

To begin with, the priest said 
Mary was perfect or she could 
not have been the mother of Je- 
sus. Of course they do not find 
this in the Bible because it is not 
there. But on the contrary we 
find Mary being born in sin as the 
psalmist David said of himself 
and of every other person since the 
fall of Adam. In Romans 5:12 we 


(Continued on page 5) 


Rev. Dewey Godwin 


been a victim of the demon alco- 
hol. For twenty of those twenty- 
five years, I had been in hiding 
hiding from my mother, hiding 
from my own conscience, hiding 
from a society in which I had 
once moved as a successful busi- 
nessman, and trying desperately 
to make myself believe that I was 
hiding from God. 

I became a denizen of Houston’s 
skid row. I was known facetiously 
as the “Mayor of Capitol Avenue.” 
I had been arrested two hundred 
times, although the Houston po- 
lice said, “ ‘Bunk’ Lock is not a 
criminal. He is sick in mind and 
body—but ‘Bunk’ is a police prob- 
lem.”’ 

Yes, I was a police problem. The 
thing that I had said could never 
happen to me had happened to me, 
and I was on skid row for five of 
the years that I was an alcoholic. 
I suffered as a bum on the streets, 
a human derelict, lost in mind and 
body, and, what was far worse, 
lost from God our Saviour. 

The story of the prodigal son is 
my story. I, too, went from riches 
to rags, from respectability to 
dereliction, from comfortable liv- 
ing to the fields where the swine 
are fed. The liquor manufacturers 
and dealers advertise, “Come and 
we'll show you the finest product 
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23 Years Old September 28! 


Twenty-three is the number! 
September 28 marks the twenty- 
third anniversary of America’s 
foremost revival weekly. Since 
September 28, 1934, THE SWORD 
has stood for the same fundamen- 
tals of the faith, has always put 
soul winning first, has been boldly 
against modernism and false cults. 
And in that time, multiplied thou- 
sands of people have found Christ 
as Saviour directly through THE 
Sworp OF THE LORD and through 
the literature which the Sword 
of the Lord Foundation sends out. 
We have published over 1,150 
evangelistic sermons addressed di- 
rectly to the unsaved, besides thou- 
sands of other sermons on doctrine, 
and practical and devotional help 
for Christians, expounding the 
Word of God and making soul 
winners. Twenty-three years, fif- 
ty-two issues a year, without fail! 

Will you help us celebrate this 
twenty-third birthday? We sug- 
gest that for “Investment Evan- 
gelism,” our effort to raise $50,- 


|} 000 capital, the working fund to 


carry on the Sword of the Lord, 
our friends send some multiple of 


23. Families may wish to send 23c 


for every member of the family, 
or 23 dimes (cashed into a check 
or money order, of course), or $23, 
or 23 ten-dollar bills, ($230). For 
every gift of $23 or more, we will 
send a beautiful certificate which 
you will want for your wall or 
desk. It may be framed, if you 
like. It certifies that you have 
made an investment in the soul- 
winning ministry of the Sword of 
the Lord, to receive eternal divi- 
dends by God’s grace. It is worth 
framing. Besides, receipts will be 
sent for all gifts, large or small, 
and since this is a nonprofit cor- 
poration, chartered under the laws 
of Illinois, and recognized by the 
Federal Government, all such 
gifts may be deducted from tax- 
able income, 


Will you say “Happy Birthday”’ 
with such a gift as God may lay 
on your heart for “Investment 


later than September 28, 
twenty-third birthday? 


Address the Sword of the Lord 
Foundation, 214 West Wesley, 


our 


Evangelism” and get it to us not) 


Wheaton, Illinois. 


Byé >i 


Jeu R.Rice.D.D..Litt.D. 
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“I go to prepare a place for you. 


And if I go and 


prepare a place for you, I will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myself.’—John 14:2, 3. 
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 


with a shout, with the 
with the trump of God: 
rise first: 
be caught up together 


VOCE 
and the dead in Christ shall 
Then we which are alive and remain shall 
with 
meet the Lord in the air: 


of the archangel, and 


them wn the clouds, to 
and so shall we ever be 


with the Lord.”’—lI Thess. 4:16, 17 
“And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven 


as he went up, behold, 


white apparel; 


two men stood by them in 
Which also said, Ye 


men of Galilee, 


why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 


Acts 1:10, 11. 


The night before His crucifixion 
Jesus told the disciples, “If I go 

. I will come again” (John 14: 
3). Jesus did go. He ascended up 
into Heaven, to prepare a place 
ior us in the Father’s house of 
many mansions, as He promised. 
Now He must come again to re- 
ceive us, His own, to Himself so 
that where He is, there we may be 
also. As Surely as Jesus went 
away, He must come again. 

“For the Lord himself 
descend from heaven,” said the 
inspired Apostle Paul (I Thess. 
4:16). And that coming of the 
Saviour will be “with a_ shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God,” and 
at the same time “the dead in 
Christ shall rise.” The second 
coming -of Christ does not mean 
death, does not mean the coming 
of the Holy Spirit. No, it is “the 
Lord himself’? who shall descend 
from Heaven! Jesus is really com- 
ing again. 

With mingled sorrow, joy and 
awe the disciples stood that day 
on Mount Olivet when Jesus as- 
cended into Heaven after giving 
His last command to His disciples, 
and a cloud received Him out of 
their sight. And two angels called 
“men in white apparel” were sud- 
denly found standing beside the 
disciples, and they said, “Ye men 
of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen him go 


heaven.” 


shall 


away in 
human body. 


Jesus went 
physical, 


into heaven.” 
His literal, 


Thomas had put his fingers into 


the wounds made by nails in His 
hands, and had put his hand over 
the wound in the side of the Sav- 


iour (John 20:27). When Jesus 
rose from the dead, He said to 
His disciples, “Behold my hands 


and my feet, that it is I myself: 
handle me, and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see me have.” And then He asked 
for food and “they gave him a 
piece of a broiled fish, and of an 
honeycomb. And he took it, and 
did eat before them” (Luke 24:39- 
43). This Saviour with a _ body 
which ate and drank and digested 
food, this Saviour with flesh and 
bones, this Saviour whom the 
apostles handled ascended into 
Heaven. And some day “this same 
Jesus .. . shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven.” 


There is more in the Bible about 
the second coming of Christ than 
about His first coming! All the 
Scriptures about His first com- 
ing were fulfilled to the letter. 
Jesus was literally born of a liter- 
al virgin. He was born in a literal 
town, Bethlehem, as was foretold. 
He fulfilled literally the promise 
that He would ride into Jerusalem 
upon a colt, the foal of an ass. 
The prophecies that He wonld 


have stripes by which we ag****** 
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Best-Loved Text in the Bible 


By the late Robek-£. Moyor 


Dean of Northwestern Schools; Pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Minneapolis 


“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 


gotten Son, 


that whosoever believeth in him should not 


perish, but have everlasting life.’”—John 3:16. 


CHAPTER SEVEN 


Believeth . . 


Men are the same the world 
over—all guilty, all sinners, all 
lost. They may be rich and af- 


but 
nature 
Every man 


fluent and of great reputation, 
they are nevertheless by 
the children of wrath. 


necds to be saved, and, if not sav- 
ed, that man will be eternally 
lost. 


“What must I do to be saved?” 
is an old, old-question., In the final 
analysis there are just two doc- 
trines regarding salvation: one is 
that God saves a man; the other 
is that man saves himself; that is, 
that man is saved because of what 
he is, because of what he does. 
because of what he knows, or be- 
cause of what he feels. 


We believe that God alone can 


save a man and that man’s only| 

part in salvation is in the empha- | ' 
sized word of the text-—‘believw 

eth.” This word in its different | 
forms is found over five 

times in the New ‘Testament. 
Faith attends every step of the 


Christian's life from first to last. 
“Believeth” Denies Salvation 
by Character 

That is, man is not saved be- 
cause of What he is. Men forget 
that our Lord said, “That which 


was born of the flesh is flesh,” 
and that the mind of the flesh is 
always enmity against God. Fre- 
quently a man says, “I have been 
a Christian ever since I was born,” 
but this is never a truth. A man 
never becomes a Christian until 
he is “born again.’ Many seem to 
think that a child of Christian 
parents is a Christian, but a man 
is not a Christian because he is 
born into a pious family. He is a 
Christian because he is “born 


again” into God's family. 

We read of a cultured man who 
said, “Why, I do not need any 
one to die for me. I do not want 
any one’s blood shed for me.” 
This is only self-righteousness. 
such a one is like the Pharisee 
of Luke 18:9-14 who was so well 
pleased with himself that he con- 
gratulated himself upon himself 
and commended himself to God. 


| 


| to demand 


| 


“I thank thee that I am not like 
other men” was his boast, yet God 
declared that the poor publican 
went down to his house justified 
rather than the other. 
Every man who refuses 
tion by faith denies sin and de- 
lights in the exaltation of the 
flesh. God declares, ‘““There is none 
righteous, no, not one’ (Rom. 3: 
10). Man’s self- righteousness is on- 
ly “filthy rags” in God's sight, 
and utterly futile. The only right- 


salva- 


eousness that God will ever ac- 
cept is absolute righteousness, 
and no human being in himself 


can. meet that demand. The only 
righteousness that will ever satis- 
'fy God is the righteousness which 
He alone bestows: that is, the 
‘righteousness of God.” This is 
/not man’s righteousness. What use 
righteousness from 
when there is none richt- 
eous? Man is bankrupt as to right- 
eousness. This righteousness is be- 
stowed by God upon men and not 
demanded by God from men. It 
is the “righteousness of God which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto 
all and upon all them that believe” 
(Rom. 3:22). This perfect right- 
eousness of God is put upon a man 
the very moment he believes, but 
until that moment he is absolutely 
without righteousness. Nothing in 


the natural man will ever please 
God. 
“Believeth” Refutes Salvation 


by Works 
a man is not saved be- 
what he does. “Not of 
works” is God's testimony over 
and over again (Titus 3:5; Eph. 
2:9). “To him that worketh not” 
(Rom. 4:5). 
In a little 
Newspaper 


That is, 


cause of 


tract entitled “The 
Plan of Salvation” 
there appears the following from 
Walt Mason: 

“IT do not know just what 
may hap, when I go tumbling 
off the map, into the outer void; 
I hope to draw a pair of wings, 
and crown and robe, and kin- 
dred things, and harp of cellu- 
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loid. But litthe do I walk the 
floor, or lose a chance to sleep 
and snore by worrying my head 
about the things that may be- 
fall when I step off this whirl- 
ing ball, and line up with the 
dead. I think I’ve all a man 
should need, in this, the simple 
little creed, that’s pasted in my 
lid: ‘With all your fellow-men 
be square; be kind and just to 
all: nor care a cent what others 
did.’ If one is square and just 
and kind, I don’t believe he'll 
be behind, when they distribute 
crowns; he'll be a credit to this 
globe, and he will swap for 
snowy robe, his work worn 
hand-me-downs. Religion’s tan- 
gled, teased, and vext with dog- 
ma and conflicting text, by 
sages splitting hairs; and all 
that fellows really need is just 
that simple little creed, to climb 
the golden stairs.” ; 


Ask ten unsaved men what they 
think of this “simple little creed’ 
and in all probability all ten will 
heartily approve of this plan of 
salvation. We fear that if you ask- 
ed ten Christians what they 
thought of this creed they would 
also approve of it. Yet there is 
not one word of truth in it. No 
matter how square and just and 
kind a man may be, he is. lost 
without Christ. 


“Yes, sir,” said the merchant, 
“this book is my book of life. It 
is my consolation, my support, 
my hope. When my last hour 
comes I will meet it calmly, rest- 
ing upon the certainty that I have 
made a good use of the talents 
which God entrusted to me. Yes! 
in this book rest all my hopes, 
both for this world and the next!” 

The words were spoken confi- 
dently, and almost triumphantly. 
At least, so it seemed to the Chris- 
tian visitor, who was sitting in 
the merchant's office, and listen- 
ing with surprise and grief. 

What book was it, think 
to which the speaker 
and which he called his 
life’? The Bible? 
book could he 
such terms? 

No, it was not the Bible. We will 
let the merchant himself answer 
our question. 

“If vou were to read this book,” 
he said, “you would find some 
names jn it that would surprise 
you. But I have never shown it 
to any one, for it contains the 
secrets of others. This book 
record of all the services 
I have ever rendered to anyone. 
It is secured from every eye ex- 
cept my own, for I keep it in this 
box, of which I alone have the 
key. Look at the inscription.” 

The visitor glanced at the writ- 
ing on the cover, and read these 
words: “To be placed in my cof- 
fin without being opened.” 

some comment was evidently 
expected from him, and quietly 
seeking God’s help and guidancé, 
he said: “I would like to ask you 
if in those moments which come 
to us all (for we are all sinners), 
when conscience rises up to ac- 
cuse us, and we feel we are guilty 
in God’s sight, do you then find 
anything in this book that can 
give you peace? Does it lead you 
to believe yourself pardoned, and 
justified before God?” 

The merchant leaned over and 
laid his hand upon that of his visi- 
tor. “Sir,” he said, “if this book 
had not power to give me peace, 
I would burn it, and never give 
another halfpenny to the poor. 
Yes, I know that I commit sins; 
I have my faults, like everyone 
else. But this book reassures me. 
When I look over it, I feel that 
my account stands well, and that 
there is sufficient recorded in its 
pages to make all my faults and 
sins to be forgotten.” 

Some years passed since the 
visit paid by the Christian to the 
office of the merchant, and now 
the latter was laid upon his dying 
bed. His sufferings were great, 
but his mind was clear. He sent a 
message to his Christian friend, 
begging him to come to his bed- 
side, which he gladly did. As the 
visitor - entered the sick-room, 
what should he see, lying beside 
the dying man, but the register of 
his good works. 

“It will be a relief to me to 
confide in you,” he said. “It was 
hard to give up a delusion which 
I had treasured for thirty years. 
But the veil was torn away, and 
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Wonderful Waste of Whiskey. 


That preacher who has been so 
frequently quoted as saying, “Tf I 
had my way, all the whisky in the 
world would be poured into the 
river,” must be chuckling in his 
grave! It seems that distillers are 
complaining they will be forced to 
dump millions of gallons of bonded 
whisky down the drain because 
Uncle Sam has been cracking 
down with regard to the federal 
tax on the stuff. The government 
has decreed that a $10.50 per gal- 
lon tax on whisky held in bond for 
eight years must be paid on the 
very day it becomes eight years 
old, even if there is no foreseeable 


market for the whisky. Schenley 
Industries, Inc., took their case 
in protest all the way to the 


United States Supreme Court, but 
without any success. Uncle Sam 
remained adamant. Now Schenley 
is crying that in the next two 
years the industry will have to 
destroy more than 50,000,000 gal- 
lons at a loss of some $100,000,000. 
Remember that the whisky- 
maker is under the curse of God. 
His solemn decree recorded in Hab- 
akkuk 2:15, 16 is: “Woe unto 
him that giveth his neighbor drink, 
that puttest thy bottle to him, and 
makest him drunken also, that 
thou mayest look on their naked- 
ness! Thou art filled with shame 
for glorv: drink thou also, and 
let thy foreskin be uncovered: the 
cup of the Lord’s right hand shall 
be turned unto thee, and shame- 
ful spewing shall be on ony glory.’ 


Quit Coddling Child Criminals 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
recently reported that in 1956 we 


experienced a record-breaking to- | 


tal of 2,500,000 major crimes in 
this country and that over half of 
them were committed by young 
people under 21 years of age. In a 
plea to publicize the names of 
these juvenile delinquents and the 
names of their parents, he de- 
clared: . 
juveniles who commit 
major crimes such as 
deserve notoriety. The 
public is entitled to know who 
they are, as well as the crimes 
they have committed. 

“The community must be 
aware of who they are, and the 
names of parents should also be 
made known. I feel very strongly 
on this.” 

Complaining that closing the ju- 
venile courts to the press keeps 
the public in the dark about the 
true situation, he also said: 

“It is my opinion, 
years of experience, 
can be relied on to exercise dis- 
cretion in publicizing names of 
these juveniles. 

“Under no conditions should the 
proceedings of any court be in se- 
cret. The examination of court 
proceedings prevents any possible 
abuse.” 

* 2%: 2 
Life With Liquor in 
‘Folly wood’ 

John Barrymore is@till consid- 
ered one of Hollywood's greatest 
all-time immortals. His daughter, 
Dianna Barrymore, let the cat out 
of the bag—-as far as the kind of 
a man he really was—in her re- 
cently-published and widely-pub- 
licized biography, Too Much, Too 
Soon! As a matter of fact, she let 
a whole bagful of cats escape from 
the sack of the Barrymore family 
secrets! 

Dianna’s parents had come to 
the parting of their ways in typi- 
cal Hollywood form while she was 
in infancy and for several years 
she claims she did not even know 
who her father was. But by the 
time she was 15 her “daddy” visit- 
ed her at school, took her out to 
dinner, and got her drunk! Appar- 
ently Dianna has been drunk most 
of the time since—at least that is 
the impression received from read- 


eeorvyy 
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ing her life story. Her escapades 
took her through three alcoholic 
marriages and her book reveals 
a host of shocking family skeletons 
which emphasize the high cost of 
low living. One’s impression is 
that a Hollywood life must be one 
of the most unhappy in all the 
world—but sin produces misery 
and heartache wherever it is 
found, whether in Hollywood or 
Podunk Center, God’s Word re- 
minds us, “The wicked are like the 
troubled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt. There is no peace, saith my 
God to the wicked” (Isa. 57:20, 
21). 
4 ok * 

WALTER WINCHELL 
CENTLY ADMITTED, “AL- 
THOUGH STARDOM § ENs 
CHANTS MILLIONS AND 
MARES POSSIBLE TREAS- 
URES, IT RARELY PROVIDES 
ESSENTIAL EMOTIONAL COM- 


RE- 


FORT. AN UNKNOWN IN A 
SMALL .TOWN FREQUENTLY 


HAS A DEEPER SENSE 
SERENITY THAN THE 
EN BOYS AND G IRLS.” 
enthattel Dead Admitted 
Hopeless 

After 107 years of failure, one of 
the lone survivors of a strange 
pact to break the barrier between 
life and death has decided to end 
the experiment. The effort was 
begun in 1850 by two magicians, 
a Frenchman named Conte and 
Herrman the Great. They agreed 
that when one or the other died, 
the survivor would go to his grave 
on each anniversary of the death, 
hold some object associated with 
the deceased, then urge the de- 
parted soul to Knock it from his 
hand. The survivor was also to 
name one or more successors to 
the pact so that when he died the 
experiment would continue un- 
broken until success could be at- 
tained. 

The survivor who is ready to 
call the whole thing off and quit 
the century-plus experiment is 
Noble of Detroit. He 
got into the pact along with ma- 
gicians Howard ‘Thurston and 
Harry Blackstone, explorer Car- 
veth Wells, and the noted infidel 
lawyer of the Scopes trial fame, 
Clarence Darrow. Thurston, Dar- 
row, and Wells are dead. Black- 
stone is 81 and in ill health. Noble, 
who says he will not name any 
“successors,” has been trying to 
contact his deceased friends for 18 
years without results, He goes 
faithfully to their graves on the 
anniversary of their death, holds 
some object which meant some- 
thing to them such as a picture, 
urges the soul to knock it from 
his hand, then waits a minute to 
see if anything happens. Nothing 
ever has! 

Surprising enough, Nobel re- 
cently stated in the public press, 
“To me the fact that it hasn't 
worked is the salvation of the 
whole idea. It shows up the spir- 
itualists who tell people they can 
bring a person back from the dead 

. after all, only one man ever 
came back from the dead and that 
was our Lord.” 

Remember the warning of the 
Almighty, “There shall not be 
found among you any one that 
maketh his son or his daughter 
to pass through the fire, or to use 
a divination, or an observer of 
times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 
or a charmer,-or a consulter with 
familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a 
necromancer. For all who do these 
things are an abomination unta 
the Lord... .” (Deut. 18:10-12). 

a: & a 


TV Trained Boys Kill Dad 

In Arlington, Virginia, the two 
Dodd boys, Frank, 13, and James, 
11, shot their father to death while 


(Continued on page 7) 
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inthaies Notes 


by John R. Rice 


Having just returned from 
three blessed conferences on re- 
vival and soul winning, I am 
specially anxious to have a great 
crowd from all over the western 
United States, particularly the 
Rocky Mountain aréa, in the 
Sword Conference on Revival and 
Soul Winning at Pueblo, Colo- 
rado, from Sunday, September 29 
through Wednesday, October 2. 
The services will be held at the 
Park Hill Baptist Church, East 
Fifth and LaCrosse Ave., Rev. 
Grady Higgs, pastor, with other 
fundamentally sound churches and 
pastors in the area helping in 
sponsorship. Speakers will include 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Rev. Joe Carl- 
son from Calgary, Alberta, Cana- 
da, and Editor John R. Rice. Beds 
will be provided Monday, Tues- 
gay, and Wednesday nights for 
out-of-town preachers, and free 
meals those three days will be 
planned at the church for preach- 
ers for lunch and supper. Pas- 
tors, evangelists, and missionar- 
jes who wish free beds please 
write Rev. Grady Higgs, above 
address, at once, saying when you 
will arrive, how many in party. 
We believe it will be a time of re- 
freshing, of rededication, a time 
of preparing for Pentecost, a time 
of confession, rededication, of re- 
Organizing one’s life for soul win- 
ning. Come and learn how to win 
souls, how to pray and get things 
from God, how to be filled with 
the Spirit, how to have revival, 
and how to build a soul-winning 
church! Services morning, after- 
noon, and evening on Sunday, and 
two speakers each. weekday 
morning beginning at 9:30, and 
two each evening beginning. at 
6:45, 


Just Back From Murfreesboro, 
Winston-Salem, and Lake 
Louise 


God has greatly blessed my broth- 
er, Dr. Bill Rice, in building a 
conference ground on the Bill Rice 
Ranch, nine miles west of Mur- 
freesboro. Twelve modern motel 
units, 13 nice two-room cabins, 
twelve Honeymoon Hotel rooms, 
modern rest rooms and bath- 
houses, a large tabernacle, a din- 
ing room, kitchen, etc.,. with fine 
horseback riding and other good 
recreation facilities make this a 


very acceptable place for a Chris- 
tian vacation. We had_= good 
crowds August 18-24 with some 


people saved and many blessed. 
Then I flew from Nashville to 
Winston-Salem on Saturday to 
Spend three days, August 25-27, 
Sunday through Tuesday, with 
Faith Baptist Tabernacle and the 
brethren. I spoke eight times in 
three days, including a Sunday 
afternoon mass meeting in Reyn- 
olds High School Auditorium 
sponsored by Christian Business- 


men’s Committee. Brother Paul 
Raker, pastor, had done a re- 
markable job. The attendance 


packed the Faith Baptist Taber- 


nacle and in every evening serv- 
ice -we had chairs in the aisles, 
people standing at the back, and 
standing outside at the windows. 
In one service 167 people were 
outside listening to the loud 
speaker and watching through the 
windows while 300 were packed 
inside. There was an average of 
31 preachers present per service. 
It was a blessed time, a moving 
of the Spirit. 

On Tuesday night a number 
came forward at the invitation, 
some for salvation, some for re- 
dedication, one woman for assur- 
ance of salvation. So I was long 
dealing with them in the prayer 
room. Then we were at Brother 
Raker’s packing the car for the 
long trip to Lake Louise, Toccoa, 
Georgia, where I was to begin the 
next morning. A call came from a 
fine young woman who had that 
night promised with many others 
to try to win a soul within a week. 
She had talked to her father, 60 
years old, long an object of earn- 
est prayer. She thought he would 
be saved if we could come to see 
him. So Brother Raker and I 
went to see the man. His daughter 
roused him from the bed, I sat 
beside him on the bed and soon 
he was praying the prayer, “God, 
be merciful to me a sinner,” and 
adding the words, “and save me 
for Jesus’ sake.’’ Soon he took my 
hand openly and boldly in token 
of his penitent faith in Christ, and 
then he had the sweet assurance 
of salvation on the basis of John 
3:16. 


It was 11:30 when we left that 
house. It was fifteen minutes to 
five the next morning when we 
drove up to Lake Louise Hotel, 
Toccoa, Georgia! So I had a little 
sleep before arousing for break- 
fast at eight. 


At Lake Louise we had the sec- 
ond conference for this summer, 
from August 28 through Labor 
Day, September 2. There were 
many new people and they attend- 
ed all the way from Ontario, Can- 
ada, to the southern tip of Florida, 
and all the way from eastern 
North Carolina, New York State 
and Washington, D. C., to Nebras- 
ka and California! Many holy 
vows were made, family altars es- 
tablished, and preachers’ and 
Christian workers committed to 
soul winning and revival. Some 
$2,500 in cash and pledges was 
raised for mission work in Japan. 
Some noble people gave gifts to 
“Investment Evangelism” includ- 
ing one $230 gift. 

Speakers included Dr. Lee Rob- 
erson, Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Mission- 
ary Fred Jarvis, Rev. Harold B. 
Sightler, Evangelist Walt Hand- 
ford, and this unworthy editor. 
After speaking Monday night in 
the last service, I rode with 
friends to Atlanta, 95 miles south, 
then took a 3:45 plane from At- 
lanta to Chicago. I arrived in 
Chicago a little after seven and 
before nine o'clock I was in my of- 
fice for a day’s work on yester- 
day, ‘Tuesday! 


North Carolina Brethren 
Want Two Large Sword 
Conferences in February 
It was a joy to meet old friends 

in Winston-Salem. Ten years ago 
(Continued on page 4) 


It is my sincere opinion that 
America has gone down faster 
Spiritually in the last ten years 
than it ever has before in so short 
a time. This condition has come 
upon us because of compromise. 
There are so many people who sell 
themselves on the idea that they 
can disobey the Word of God and 
go along with the age and do good. 
That position is an unscriptural 
position, and it is a position that 
will always do harm. No Christian 
battle has ever been won by com- 
promise. Bob Jones University is 
not going to compromise. 

Now, if you believe that the Bi- 
ble is the Word of God and that 
it does not just contain or may 


contain the Word of God and you 
would like to invest some of the 
Lord’s money in an institution that 
does not only hold this position 
but is willing to fight for it, we 
would like to have you make an 
investment in Bob Jones Universi- 
ty; Qut whether you have money or 
do not have money to invest, we 
want you to pray for Bob Jones 
University. Pray earnestly and 
daily that God may continue to 
bless the Bob Jones University 
base of testimony. Thank you and 
God bless you. 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 

GREENVILLE, S. C. 

(Advertisement) 


By Grace Rice MacMullen 


“Music is the fine art 


which, more than any 


other, ministers to human welfare. Where 
there 1s beautiful music it is difficult for dis- 
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content to live. 


Last Sunday it- was my privilege 
to be in the Evangel Baptist 
Church of Lewistown, Pennsyl- 
vania, and hear Rev. Joseph Mac- 
Mullen preach. He is my husband's 
brother, and Allan and I met in 
Lewistown in a revival meeting, 
so the visit with the MacMullen 
family there was very joyous to 
us, 

He preached from Ephesians 
chapter five, and referred to one 
of my favorite passages—verses 
19 and 20: 

“Speaking to yourselves’ in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody 
in your heart to the Lord; Giving 
thanks always for all things unto 
God and the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Then he made reference to a 
passage in the Bible about music 
which I don’t think I’d ever no- 
ticed before. It is about a war 
that was fought with music! In 
Il Chronicles, chapter 20, is the 
story of an invasion of the land 
of Judah by the Moabites. When 
Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah. 
got the message that a great mul- 
titude was coming to battle, he 
was afraid, but he knew what to 
do about fear. He went immedi- 
ately to the Lord, saying, “O our 
God, wilt thou not judge them? 
for we have no might against this 
great company that cometh 
against us; neither know we what 
to do; but our eyes are upon thee.”’ 


Then the Spirit of the Lord 
came to tell them, “Be not afraid 
nor dismayed by reason of this 


great multitude: 
not your's, but God’s....Ye shall 
not need to fight in this battle: 
set yourselves, stand ye still, and 
see the salvation of the Lord.” 

So Jehoshaphat believed the 
Lord, and the next day he called 
the people together, and this is 
what he did in preparation for the 
battle: 


for the battle is 


“He appointed singers unto the 
Lord, and that should praise the 
beauty of holiness, as they went 
out before the army, and to say, 
Praise the Lord; for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever.” 

They don’t seem to be too well 
equipped for a war, do they? But 


Yew Illustrated 
Bible 


Wm. Collins gnd Sons, publishers, have 
recently made available in America a 
beautiful, illustrated edition of the King 
James Version of the Bible. This edition is 
edited by Dr. John Stirling. There are over 
500 helpful and. unique line drawings by 
Horace Knowles placed right in the text 
where needed. These drawings include land- 
scapes and cities, plants, birds, animals, and 
everyday objects such as pots and coins. 
Of particular help to the reader are the 
small maps and mileage markers to immedi- 
ately give the distance to places mentioned 
in the Scripture. The prose sections are in 
paragraph form with verses indicated. Poe- 
try is in separate lines; certain detailed 
sections are in smaller type. Blue buckram 
edition, $3; black leatheroid, $4.25. 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is investigated 
and approved. 


You.may buy with confidence! | 
RE PEE FAP STE Bebo 


—Herbert Spencer 


they did what the Lord said and 
this is what happened: 


“And when they began to sing 
and to praise, the Lord set am- 
bushments against the children of 
Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, 
which were come against Judah; 
and they were smitten. For the 
children of Ammon and Moab 
stood up against the inhabitants of 
mount Seir, every one helped to 
destroy another.” 


Here is a battle that was fought 
—and won—with music! 

When I heard that story, I be- 
gan thinking about fighting bat- 
tles with music, and to wonder 
which battles we may be fighting 
with the wrong weapons. Some- 
times, I fear, we Christians are 
battling when we should be rest- 
ing in the promise of the Lord, 


“The battle is not yours, but 
(,od’s.”’ Sometimes we fight 
against principalities and princes 


with the feeble weapons of our | 
own making, rather than the in-' 
struments of God. 

What battles today should be'| 
fought with music? Where will | 
music conquer—the music. of 


praise to God 
ons fail? 

I think discouragement is one 
of the biggest foes of the Chris- 
tian, and it is one which 
yield to the strains of music, 
that music be the 
of faith in God. I] 


when other weap- 


mean this 


only spiritually, but I have found | 


that the actual singing ol 
and hymns helps to lift up the dis- 
couraged heart. 
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Sorrow and bereavement, 
mighty weapons against all man- 
kind, go down before the Chris-.| 
tian when he finds comfort in 
wonderful songs of dependence on 
Christ. We all must go through 


some times of painful loss, but we 
need not be defeated by them if 
we have the wondrous 
“Does Jesus Care,” “God 
Take Care of You,” and 
more, in your quiver of 

Sin,—even Satan's 
ered guided missile against the 
Christian—goes down before the 
singing of praises to God, for it 
is in the singing of songs, 
that conviction comes, and repent- 
ance, and surrender to the will of 
God. 

Even our relationships with oth- 


Will 


promises. 
atom-pow- 


arrows of | 


many | 


often, | 


ers, so tender to the barbs of mis- | 


understanding and the pricks of 
irritating differences, are soothed 
and sweetened if we have the oil 
of Christian charity to apply to 
them—a work done often and 
beautifully by the singing of a 
lovely Christian song, or even by 
thinking on the words of one like 
“Tell It 
Quietness.” 

What battles are you up 
against? Can you meet them with 
a song of praise to God? Can you 
sing praises when you can't win 
the battle, and leave the fighting 
to Him? Can you be calm when 
there is shouting all arcund, and 
ccmmune with God in song? 

When the battle was over, they 
gathered in the valley to bless the 
Lord—and there.could be no bet- 
ter way to end any battle! ‘Then 
they returned, every man of Ju- 
dah and Jerusalem... to go again 
to Jerusalem with joy; for the 
Lord had made them to rejoice 
over their enemies. And they came 
to Jerusalem with psalteries and 
harps and trumpets unto the house 
of the Lord.” 

Certainly that is a _ peaceful, 
happy ending to a battle. Let’s 
vow to meet our enemies with 
songs of praise to God! 


/ 
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To Jesus,” or “Blessed | 


will | 
if | 
heartfelt song | 
not | 


With the 


EVANGELISTS 


By the Editor 


EVANGELIST BOBBY JACK- 
SON, Ewing, Llinois, finished a re- 
vival at the First Free Will Bap- 
tist Church of Northport, Alaba- 
ma, July 14, according to Rev. 
Charles QO. Hollingshead, pastor. 
The evangelist spoke 27 times dur- 
ing the meeting, one of these being 
at the University of Alabama. 
Forty-three trusted Christ during 
the revival, and since the cam- 


paign closed, 15 have been bap- 
tized. -Brother...Hollingshead rec- 
ommends the evangelist “to any 


church wanting a sin-killing, soul- 
stirring revival. He is especially 
effective with young people since 
he is only 25 years of age.” 
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EVANGELIST ROY JULIAN 
recently conducted a fine revival 


at the First Baptist Church of 
Lansdowne, Maryland. Rev. Wil- 
liam L. Andrews, pastor of the 


church, reports fifteen for salva- 
tion and twenty-seven for rededi- 
cation during the eight days. Rev. 
Andrews highly recommends 
Brother Julian (202 Schofield 
Street, Jacksonville, Florida) as 
“a dynamic young evangelist who 
preaches the Word of God. God is 
mightily using this young man in 
the evangelistic field.” 


THEIR FATHER 
A LEPER! 

“Every day three little chil- 
dren, poor and in rags, run to 
the gate of the leper home in 
Athens, Greece, and plead with 
the gatekeeper to call their fa- 
ther so that they may talk with 
him,” writ@és a missionary of 
the American Mission to Greeks. 
“The shadow on their faces is 
soon replaced by radiant smiles 
as they see their dear father 
walk hastily toward the gate. 
‘Daddy, when will you come 
back home?’ the first ques- 
tion they ask. The poor father, 
Jeremiah Stamboulides, tries to 
as he 


is 


~ 


hide his feelings assures 
his little ones that he will sedn 
return. But this dream probably 
never will be realized. 
“This man is a faithful 
liever, bearing patiently the bit- 


be- 


ter trials that are his lot. ‘I 
would surely have committed 
suicide if I had not come to a 


knowledge of the Lord,’ he said. 
‘Only His marvelous’ grace 
helps me to bear suffering with- 
out complaint.’ ” 

His wife and three little ones 
sometimes lack even their daily 
bread. Think of what this mo- 
ther feels as she sits down with 
her children to their meager 
meals knowing that “Daddy” is 
a leper and the future holds 
nothing better for them. Her 
tears and prayers flow together 
as she looks for help to the 
only Source left her. Won't you 
open your heart of compassion 
toward these dear children by 
undertaking the support of one 
of them at $15 a month? To 
such families 22 lbs. of US. 
Surplus food can be provided 
with only $1 and a clothing 
package can be sent for only $6. 
“To visit the fatherless in their 
affliction” is a direct command 
of the Word of God. Here is 
your opportunity to obey it by 
sending a gift to the American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. 
Spiros Zodhiates, General Sec- 
retary, Dept. SL, P.O. Box 423, 
New York 36, N.Y. (In Canada: 
90 Duplex Ave., Toronto, Ont.) 


FILM ON GREECE 
AVAILABLE 


MAN OF MACEDONIA, a pro- 
fessionally produced documen- 
tary 30 minute, 16 mm. color 
sound film may be secured from 
the offices of the American Mis- 
sion to Greeks for showing at 
your church or group. It will 
make Greece live before you. It 
is the only color evangelical 
film on Paul’s ancient mission- ‘ 
ary land. Write for a booking 
today. Sent out on a free-will 

offering basis. 
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Testifies in 
Graham 
Meeting 


In the Patterson, N. J. Eve- 


ning News, for August 23, the 
following news item appeared : 


Former Delinquent 
Tells of New Life 


By Albin Krebs 


NEW YORK, (U.P.)—A self-ad- 
mitted former juvenile delinquent 
who was “thrown in jail about 18 
times” on such charges as auto 
theft and assault on a police of- 
ficer told Billy Graham and an 
audience of 17,000 last night how 
“God decided to put himself in 
my heart.”’ 

Anthony Zecchino, 20, of (300 
Middleton Ave.) Newark, N. J., 
dressed in a brown zoot suit and 
chewing gum, stood in Madison 
Square Garden and recited the 
story of his life of not caring 
‘nothing about nobody.” 

“T didn’t worry about nobody,” 
Zecchino said. “Somebody came 
up to me, I'd as soon hit him 
with a pipe. I was in and out of 
jail about 18 times. 

“Then I was invited to this 
Dude Ranch in Colorado. I heard 
there’d be a lot of girls there, so 
I said okay. I get there and these 
people are real strange charac- 
ters. They prayed all the time.” 


Zecchino referred to the Fron- 
tier Ranch, Buena Vista, Colo., 
sponsored by the Young Life 
Clubs of the Christian Church. 
But after a week there he said, 
“TI got out of there quick as I 
could and went back to Newark.” 

“But it looked as though God 
didn’t want me to get away from 
him,” Zecchino said. “Back in 
Newark I socked this cop I knew 
in an alley. They swore out a war- 
rant for my arrest but I lammed 
it to Colorado, back to the ranch. 


“While I was there God decid- 
ed to put himself into my hearted 
went back to Newark and gave 
myself up. I was sentenced to 
six months, but with the Lord’s 
help I was out in six weeks. 


“All I want now is to respect 
people and have them respect me. 
Before, when I went out with a 
girl it was a one-way proposition, 
and I got in trouble over that, 
too. Now, I want to respect the 
girls and get married and have 
kids.” 


Zecchino, who since his release 
April 3 has been working as a 
truck driver, said he now prac- 
tices his (Roman Catholic) reli- 
gion and “I always feel God is 
with me.” 


NOW! 


Brighten the 
Corner Where 
You Are. 


Beautifully & per- 
manently engraved 
ivory plastic wall 
switch plates in red 
letters for a testimony in every room. Set 
of three; “Jesus Saves,” “Trust In The 
Lord,” and “God Is Light.” $1.00 per set 
(no C. 0O.D.) postpaid from O, V. K. En- 
gravers, P. O. Box 28, Congress Park 
Station, Brookfield, Illinois. 
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RENEW YOUR FAITH! Read 


“Te selling THROUGH 
GATES OF 
SPLENDOR 


book about 
the jungle 
missionary 
martyrs 
By ELISABETH ELLIOT 
With 64 Pages of Amazing Photographs 
by CORNELL CAPA and the missionaries 
“| wept and praised God.""——-HAROLD J. OCKENGA 
At all bookstores * $3.75 
HARPER & BROTHERS * New York 16 
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Says One Reader Whe Has Read THE SWORD for 
Several Years 


By Evangelist Walt Handford, Vice-President 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


These three letters show how 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp establish- 
es Christians in the faith and ac- 
tually gives solid Bible teaching to 
pastors, Christian workers and 
laymen. 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 


“Just a line to let you know 
how much I appreciate and enjoy 
THE Sworp. I have taken it for 
several years, and usually read it 
from front to back. I only wish 
that there was some way of put- 
ting it into the hands of every 
prospective pastor and evangelist. 
The years that I have taken THE 
SworpD I would consider equal to 
a pastors’ course in Bible school; 
it covers a wide variety of sub- 
jects, stands straight fundamen- 
tally on Bible doctrines, and is a 
real course in homiletics. 


“T use THE SworD in my meet- 
ings and give it my best recom- 
mendation. It has the fire of the 
Holy Spirit enveloped within its 
pages. Many are the times I have 
read a sermon by you, or some 
other man of God, and find myself 
unable to hold back the tears or 
control my emotions.” 


Evangelist Glenn Shoults 
Fairmont, West Virginia 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“I feel somewhat ashamed that 
I have never written before now, 
especially since I have been a sub- 
scriber of your paper for so many 
years. I really don’t know how 
long I have been taking THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorp. I Gan’t seem 
to remember when I first sub- 
scribed for it or how I first got 
acquainted with it, but I can truly 
say that it is a part of my life 
and has been for many years. I 
was digging through some bundles 
of THE Sworp that I have accu- 
mulated over the years and I 
found many copies that were dat- 
ed back in 1942 and 43 and I am 
sure that I have some dating back 
a year or so before that. It seems 
that the first copy that I got a 
hold of was named or called “The 
Sword of the Lord and of John R. 
Rice’ or something to that effect. 
However, be that as it may, as I 
was looking through these old cop- 
ies today I was impressed to write 
and tell you what I think of THE 
SWORD OF THE LoRD and what a 
blessing it has been to me. 


“I don’t suppose that you will 
ever, or could ever know.the help 
that hundreds of preachers like 
myself have received. from THE 
SWORD OF THE LorRD who hereto- 
fore never expressed their appre- 
ciation. I would hate to think 
what my ministry would have 
been without its help. 

“Not only has THE SworpD oF 
THE LorD been a source of help to 
me but your books also (and I 
think I have about all of them) 
have furnished me with much 
sermon material and ideas. You 


see, I have been at the church 
that I now pastor since 1939. I 
wasn’t privileged to even have a 
full grade school education and to 
stay in one place for so many 
years God certainly had to send 
plenty of help my way and that He 
did, through your publications. 
“Brother Rice, as I now write, 
I have been made to think even 
more so, how God has helped me 
and as I think, tears of apprecia- 
tion and gratitude flow down my 
face, tears of gratefulness to God 
and to you. In these tears I close 
by saying, may God richly, richly 
bless you.” 
Rev. Glenn Dyhouse 
Rockport, Indiana 


“Dear Sirs: 


“There are always patients in 
the colored state TB sanatorium, 
where I am engaged in Christian 
work among 380 patients, who 
welcome THE Sworp for reading. 
I was encouraged last week when 
a young man, former patient, who 
came back for his periodic check- 
up, and upon seeing me, asked 
‘Do you have any Sworp?’ I gladly 
gave him a dozen or more copies 
which he is taking to Richmond 
where he is studying accountancy 
in a colored institute where one 
or more of the professors question 
the inerrancy of God’s word. He 
said that he was kept unmoved, 
while other young people with no 
Bible foundation were being de- 
ceived. Thank you for your minis- 
try through THE Sworp in helping 
him to be established in the 
Word.” 

Mrs. Dexter K. Coolidge 
Crewe, Virginia 


Your gifts and prayers to the 
Sword of the Lord Foundation are 
actually helping to establish and 
train thousands of Christians 
around the world. Look on page 1 
for the details of how you may 
have a part in the “Investment 
Evangelism” campaign. 
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‘IT do not ask for mighty words 
To leave the crowd impressed, 
But grant my life may ring so true 
My neighbor shall be blessed. 

| do not ask for influence 
‘To sway the multitude; 

Give me a “word in season”’ 
‘The soul in solitude. 


for 


[ do not ask to win the great— 
God grant they may be saved !— 
Give me the broken sinner, Lord, 
By Satan long enslaved. 
Though words of wisdom and of 
power 
Rise easily to some, 
Give me a simple message Lord, 
‘That bids the sinner come.” 


—Barbara Cornet Ryberg. 
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Have You Helped in “Investment Evangelism’? If you 
cannot get your gift in by September 18, please write what 
you can give before first of year. 
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$1600 for Ten Sermons in 


Evangelistic Sermon Contest 


Sword Offers Cash Awards of From $300 to $100 for 
Best Sermons Addressed to the Unsaved. Due 
Before December 1, 1957 


We invite godly preachers to prepare the best possible evan- 
gelistic sermon and enter it in the 1957 Evangelistic Sermon Contest. 
Only original, unpublished sermons, addressed to the unsaved, will be 


considered. They must be typewritten, double spaced, using only one 


side of the paper, with one-inch margins. Must be in our hands by 


December 1, 1957. 


Full mimeographed instructions sent on request. The careless, 
prayerless, Scriptureless sermon will not win. The ten best will be 
awarded from $300 to $100 each, and others accepted for publication 
will be purchased for use in THE Sworb. 


Start now! If you do not have our full announcement in THE 
SworpD, ask for full rules and suggestions from Sword of the Lord, 
214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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I had a city-wide revival campaign. 
in Winston-Salem with hundreds 
of people saved and crowds run- 
ning in the thousands at the Lib- 
erty Street Tobacco Warehouse. 
In that revival Paul Raker sur- 
rendered to preach, gave up his 
job in the cigarette factory, sold 
his hundred shares of stock in 
Reynolds Tobacco Company, and 
started preaching! I got hugged 
publicly by three or four men, one 
woman, and several little girls! 


About twenty pastors asked me 
to come back to Winston-Salem 
the first week in February for a 
great conference on revival and 
soul winning for which they prom- 
ised to make strong and detailed 
plans and provision. A number of 
brethren from the Wilmington- 
Rocky Mount area in eastern 
North Carolina, asked me to come 
to their part of the state also for 
a conference following the one 
mentioned above, and they will 
get a large auditorium, will fur- 
nish beds for out-of-town preach- 
ers, will advertise widely, and will 
secure the co-operation of godly 
Bible-believing preachers in the 
area. 

I am deeply moved by the 
many, many calls that are coming 
for me and sorry that I cannot 
accept all of them. Will brethren 
who wish to have a stirring of 
revival fires, and the kind of Bi- 
ble teaching and preaching which 
God in mercy blesses—please, if 
you wish to invite me, make plans 
large enough so we can reach a 
whole area in a few days and stir 
up churches and pastors, get peo- 


ple saved, and start movements 
that will abound in results for 
God! If pastors will co-operate 


in such matters, we can reach 
more people. Please forgive me if 
I cannot accept every invitation, 
and join in with others when you 
can to have a larger conference 
to stir up revival fires. Dr. Bob 
Jones, Dr. Lee Roberson, and some 
others of the leading soul win- 
ners and Spirit-filled church build- 
ers in America have agreed to 
help me in these eenferences 
where large plans are made. If 
you think we can reach many 
Christian workers and _ large 
crowds, please write me about 
plans for next year and suggested 
dates. 


Minneapolis Sword Confer- 
ence October 13-18 


A blessed conference on revival 
and soul winning with Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., Dr. Lee Roberson, and 
this editor speaking will be spon- 
sored in Minneapolis, October 13- 
18, Sunday through Friday, by 
the Fourth Baptist Church, Dr. 
Richard V. Clearwaters, pastor, 
and by the Central Conservative 
Baptist Seminary of Minneapolis. 
Rooms will be provided for out- 
of-town preachers for a nominal 
fee of $1.00 or $1.50 per night. We 
expect a splendid attendance from 
the Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Dakota area. Those who wish 
rooms provided for nominal cost 
please write Rev. Herb Hazard, 
2302 Blaisdell Avenue, Minne- 
apolis 4, Minnesota. We hope all 
will pray for the moving of God’s 
Spirit in great -power to bring 
revival to America. 


Plan Now Vacations and 
Reservations for Lake 
Louise Next Year 


Next year it is planned that 
the Sword of the Lord will put on 
two major conferences on revival 
and soul winning at Lake Louise, 
Toccoa, Georgia, the million-dollar 
Christian resort. 


The first conference will be held 
June 29 to July 6, eight days end- 
ing with the July 4 week end. 
The second conference will be held 
August 27 to September 1, six 
days ending with Labor Day. 
Strong programs are planned. 
Most of the speakers and musi- 
cians have already accepted, For 
the first conference already most 
of the air-conditioned rooms with 
private bath are reserved. 

We suggest that those who hope 
to attend had better plan as soon 
as possible for their vacations so 
they can attend one of these two 
great conferences. Pastors and oth- 
er church leaders should plan to 
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‘SEE THE HOLY LAND 


IN YOUR OWN LIVINGROOM 
Twelve vivid color series on the lands of thé 
Bible. Photographed by G. Eric Matson,formee _ 
contributor to the National Geographig 
Magazine, who spent over 50 years*in the 
Near East. Each series is supplied with a free 


manual providing a on eve 
ture, as well as quotations from the Biblel 


@ THE LIFE OF OUR LORD ; 
oi Historical sites and scenes in th¢ : 7 


Gospel Story, including Bethlehem, | 
Nazareth, the River Jordan, and, 


Jerusalem. 

52 pictures: Slide Set....... $13.00 
Filmstrip. ...... 70 
@ THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM Slide Set....$3.56 © 
(14 pictures) Filmstrip.... 3.50 © 
@ BIBLE PROPHECIES Slide Set....$7.50 
(30 pictures) Filmstrip,... 6.00 © 

@ BLUE GALILEE Slide Set... .$3.25 
Life of its fishermen and scenes Filmstrip.... 3.00 © 
on its shores. (13 pictures) : 
@ WILD FLOWERS OF PALESTINE Slide Set... .$3.7§ — 
(15 pictures) Filmstrip.... 3.00 KS 
@ PETRA (20 pictures) Slide Set... .$5.00 © 
Filmstrip.... 4.00 © 


@ BETHLEHEM JUDA 


Scenes of the first Christmas, includ 
ing views of Bethlehem, the Shep. ~ 
herds’ Fields, and the Church of the 
Nativity. (10 slides) 


OE eye ae ae $2.50 


@ THE UNIQUE GEOGRAPHIC SETTING OF PALESTINE 
A survey of the geographic features of the Holy Land thru 
the eye of the camera. (50 slides) Slide Set... .$12.50 © 


@ RUTH THE MOABITESS (35 slides) Slide Set... $8.78 


@ BABYLON (12 slides) Slide Set. ...$3.00 
@ PROGRESS IN PALESTINE Slide Set. . $25.00 
(100 slides) “ 
@ LIFE OF JESUS OF NAZARETH 
49 famous paintings by Wm. Hole Slide Set. ..$12.25 
SAVE $20.00! Purchase all twelve slide sets above (400 slides | 
me SIG5 valet 000 COB. c 6 onc ceicweestcccccadetsnes $80.00 


Write for latest mr tn ees, 700 different slides 
le Lands. 


Special Offer: Purchase $15.00 or more of slide sets of 
filmstrips, and receive the BETHLEHEM g 
SUDA set with manval, FREE. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED: If you are not fully 
satisfied with your purchase, your money will be refunded, 
promptly. 
Send check or money order to: 
THE MATSON PHOTO SERVICE 
1282 So. Highland Ave., Los Angeles 19, Calif. 
and Fimstripe 
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One Extra set FREE 
with each Sixth Order 


HI-POTENCY VITAMIN-MINERAL 
Dietary Supplement 


Vigor, pep and stamina renewed! So users gladly 
testify. Study the formula, compare the prices. 
Unequalled value in potencies and number of 
nutriments, 


Order 30 Days’ Supply NOW! 


Each day you take 3 vitamin tablets and 6 min- > 
eral tablets. Unit of 3 bottles, one of Multi- 
Vitamins, two of Multi-minerals, 30 days ration, 
270 tablets, only $6.85. 


SS ee er 


Multi-Vitamins: 1-Day Supply gives 


Vitamin A 25,500 USP. Choline ~~~... 9 mg 
Vitamin D 1.200 USP. Folic Acid ... 1.5 mg. 
Vitamin Bi ._.. 18 mg. Inositol ....---- 9mg. F 
Vitamin B2 ._... 12 mg. Para-Amino 
I 15 mg. Benzoic Acid 30 mg. 
Niacinamide ...15 mg. Biotin  ....- 0.003 mg. 
Vitamin B6 - ~~ 6mg. Yeast (dietary) .4 gr. 
Vitamin B12 ~~. 2mecg. Liver 4 gr. 
Vitamin C .... 150 meg. (Whole dried) 
Vitamin E  ~.-..- 81U Chlorophyll ..... 3 mg. 
Vitamin K -... 1 mg. Alfalfa juice --. 1 er. 
Calcium (Concentrate) 
Pantothenate . 9 mg. utin 1 mg. 


PLUS 10 MINERALS 


15% Disc. to Full Time Christian Workers 
(Add 4% sales tax if you live in California) 


REPRESENTATIVES WANTED 


Pertwee ee ee eee ewe eee ee ee eee | 


Order Today and Save; Address— 


PAS-CAL COMPANY 


P. 0. Box 203-SL, Altadena, California 


Please send me 30 days’ 
supply of Hi-Potency Vitamin- 
Mineral Dietary Supplement 
with the understanding that 
one free set will accompany 


sixth order. I enclose $...-.-- . 
Name - 
Address 

City Zone... State_...--- 
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of the brewer's art.” But I Say, 
“Come with me to the skid row of 


has rigid laws against vagrancy, 
and it has a reputation for en- 


prayers. Here’s the way it came 
about: 


find all have sinned as a result of | 


(Matt. 6:7), Prayer is to come 


, Adam, and Mary was not exclud-'| forth from the heart as the heart 
the any city—come and let me show| forcing those laws, But in 1950, Long before that ume, alcoho} ed. We, as Bible-believing Chris-' realizes its need or has its desire 
meg ou Arthur Lock five years ago on| the first one showed up. She met had begun to lose its kick and its tains, do believe Mary probably before God, and is not to be 
»hig y ; y hi t the door: she invited him| Power to stimulate my racked | was as good int during es ee: gh 
the the skid row of Houston, Texas—j| im at the door; she invite m heme and tortured vaind -In tes as as g as any saint during | memorized repetitious oratory. 
frea and I will show you the final prod-| into the house. To use her own : ~ |her time or as Christians living 
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uct of the brewer’s art.” Ten thou- 
sand of our citizens are killed by 


words in describing the treatment 
she gave him, she said, “If Presi- 


peration I had turned to the use 
of narcotics, adding them to al- 


today. The fact that 


she gave | 
birth to the Son of God does not | 


Is the Church the Final 
Authority? 


- __ cohol to produce a stimulant that ; 4 i 
liquor “for every one killed by a} dent Eisenhower had called on me, ennui dt me cut Of the elt of de- make her equal with Him, he During my. conversation with 
ad dog; yet we kill the dog and| he couldn't have been treated with 7 cause we find her calling Jesus ) : | 
m g; y g ae spondency. Delirium tremens re- the priest, he said the Bible was 
nthe | license the liquor! any greater hospitality and consip- l O ight, i deliri eee eee Seer ee aoe Te not complete; therefore Christians 
mem) I was considered to be one of| eration than that old bum. I seat-|°4 ted. One night, in my delirlum, | ferred to her as woman (John | = Tks ete 
and b. ; ; ; surrounded it seemed by red-eyed -4: 19- had to look some other place to 
ei. ; the most successful oil field sup- ed him at the table, and cooked snakes, I thought I was leading a aig sotacodd find the complete truth. They base 
$13. \ ply salesmen in America, but be- him a meal. I didn’t just give him purple elephant on a leash down I asked the priest if they pray this upon the scriptures in John 
7.0 cause of liquor I lost it all. My| leftovers, I prepared him a meal. . to Mary and he replied, “No, that 
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associate in business died drunk in 
my arms. My business dwindled to 


Then as he sat and ate, I talked 
to him about God, about his soul, 


Capitol Avenue, when I was ar- 
rested for the two-hundredth time. 


20:30 
would be idolatry, but’ we do ask | 


and 21:25 where it says 


some of the things Jesus said and 


$3.50 | : ’ her and other saints to say a qiq are not recorded. John writes 
3 nothing and I knew I had come to| and offered to lead him to Christ. It so happened that night that good word for us.” Here the priest « I suppose that even the 
7.507 the end of the road. I locked the | Then after he had prayed and ac- reve. ceed ne ge on Sos used one of his domestic illustra-  worjd jtself could not contain the 
¢ ee ee 7" t nig e of corporation |tions He said it is like desirince | re 
- | door of my office in the.Com-| cepted Christ, and had given me ft a mous 8 a Baw g When | tone He said it is like desiring | pooks that should be written. 
* merce Building, threw the keys out | his hand that he would serve the waat he a Some ne hye to obtain a favor from someone | Amen” (John 21:25). If every 
/ en ae, Pe Sireet ak Movetes, | meee oa ee ee a as ration he sentenced me to ay An vege and in so doing, you| word and every prayer and every- 
$3.78 — and declared, “I'll go to Hell the| my blessing, and turned back into pe: : $100 a catlcdestanhi at ask his mother or brother to say thing Christ ever did were put 
3.0 © quickest way I can go!” | the room and prayed, ‘Now Lord, sa 0% ee 5 ah Wie att yl a good word for you, that you may | gqwn jn a book. then it would 
$5.00 VY I rented a cheap room, bought ‘I have led that poor man to ae: it ou Po “> city 5 ge |get your request, take us approximately thirtv or 
‘0 5 all the liquor I could get with the | Christ. Will you please send some- sods : ae ant aaa Rann ay This is. like spiritualism, be-| more years to read it; so we can 
> : re = — . . : s. Ss ‘e was notn- as et 
‘ little money I had remaining, and | one to my own dear boy that they | Dunarea cenks, ~~ — oe |cause they pray through some thank the Holy Spirit our Bible 
includs tried to drink myself to death.) May lead him to Thee?’” pew pte but ye — ri $0 rt the| Spiritual medium. In no place in|’ was canonized with sixty-six in- 
| ‘ fas > beg r oO ' * . 
' ey Soon the liquor was gone; My ex- Seven times in a little more] * se Pen . ane np | the Bible are we told to pray spired books. 
, c. By Mayor | +3 lad 
behead tra clothing had gone the way of|than a year this drama was re- Ca lead A — ki ocK, Mayor OF) through Saint John or Saint Paul I quote from a Catholic pamph- 
$2.50 "2 the pawnshop; my baggage was peated in my mother’s home. Ev- Sean venue. or any other Saint. But we are let which they gave me entitled, 
— being held by the rooming house | ery time she led a man to God she “Re M ‘ful to Me a Si », | told to pray in the Spirit and in| why Catholics Are So Positwe, 
; because I could not pay my rent;| would send him on his way with e “eercuul (tO Me a Sinner the 
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and I was walking 
looking for those friends who used 
to laugh and drink with me and 
slap me on the back, calling me a 
good fellow. 
But those 
cared to 


friends no 


associate with me. At 


the streets | 


her blessing and then go back into 
the house and ask the Lord to 
please send someone to talk to her 


boy. 


longer | 


first, they didn’t give me up en-) 


tirely but contributed to what 
they thought were my needs. They 
gave me their castoff clothing, 
some of the suits originally having 
cost from $185 to $200. They gave 
me money—a five, a ten, some- 
times a twenty. Then they began 
to avoid me, for they knew that 
everything they had given me 
went for liquor, and that only 
caused me to be arrested and 
jailed repeatedly. 

I knew that many. wealthy oil- 
men frequented the Texas State 
Hotel, so I often went there for a 
handout. I became such a nui- 
sance to the hotel clients that as 
soon as I entered the lobby of the 
hotel a policeman was called and 
I was taken off to jail again. 

During those days of my human 


dereliction on Capitol Avenue, a. 


young policeman by the name of 
Jack Heard patrolled that beat be- 
tween 11 o'clock at night and 7 
o’clock in the morning. Jack was 
a good policeman, a fine fellow. 
In a way he was my friend, al- 
though he had to arrest me fre- 
quently. Once I told him, “Jack, 
you're going to earn your way to 
the Chief’s job by § arresting 
‘Bunk’ Lock.” Jack Heard is 
Chief of Police in Houston 


now, | 


but in a recent statement he said, | 


referring to my prophecy, “I have 
that job now, but I do not have 
the job of policing ‘Bunk’ Lock, 
because today ‘Bunk’ Lock is Ar- 
thur R. Lock, gentleman, Chris- 
tian, and a citizen of Houston, 


* but not an inhabitant of skid row. 


Instead of a bottle, he now has a 
Bible!” 
3 oo * 

While all this was taking place 
on skid row in Houston, another 
drama, unknown to me, was un- 
folding 1500 miles away in Lodi, 
California. For twenty years my 
mother had not heard from me. 
She didn’t know whether I was 
alive or dead, although she never 


Finally, in August, 1951, the 
seventh man appeared. He was 
dirty, unkempt, sick, trembling in 
his weakness. Almost all of one 
hand had been cut off in an acci- 
dent. He received the same royal 
treatment that the others had re- 
ceived. She seated him the ta- 
ble, cooked him a meal, spoke to 
him encouragingly, and talked to 
him about God while he ate his 
meal. It was a hard battle, but my 
mother never gave up. She won 
the victory, and then sent the man 
on his way after he promised he 
would live for God and give his 
testimony to someone else out on 
the road. 
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Next morning’s paper brought 
the story of a tragedy. It told 
about a man having been found 
just out of town, killed by a train. 
The man carried no identification, 
but his description fitted that of 
the man my mother had led “to 
Christ the day before. It had been 
his last opportunity, and she was 
so glad that she had led him to 
the Saviour before the end came. 

As usual, she asked the Lord to 
send someone to me, and then send 
her another man to be good to for 
my sake. But the Lord never an- 
swered the last part of that pray- 
er. Nobody else came to her door 
asking for help. 


A Mother’s Christmas Gift 

As the months wore on and 
Christmas approached, she began 
to think about what she would 
like to have for a Christmas pres- 
ent. Then she prayed, “O God, all 
I ask you for at this Christmas 
time is that I may receive just a 
penny post card telling me that 
my son is alive. Lord, either let 


'me hear from him directly or let 


me hear 


gave up hope that I was living. 


She could get no trace of my 


whereabouts or condition. Howa) 


ever, she never ceased to pray for 
me. 


method of prayer which I hon- 


from someone who has 
seen him. That’s all I want for 
Christmas, Lord. Amen.” 

The days and weeks passed, and 
the penny post card did not ar- 
rive, Then on the twenty-fourth of 
December, my mother was at home 
waiting for the postman to come. 
When he arrived, her sister went 
to the box- to get the mail. She 
came in carrying a card. She said, 
“Emma, nothing came but an old 
dirty post card. It’s addressed to 


|you, but it’s written with a dim 
Then, in 1950. she adopted q| pencil and you can hardly . read 


what it says. 


” ‘ 
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It happened on a Sunday in Oc- 
tober 1951. A group of Christians 
came out to*the city prison farm 
to bring their testimony to the 
prisoners. The Spirit of God had 
led them 


there to minister to the | 


souls of the lost and dying. A gir] | 


stood and gave her testimony o! 
how God had healed her. and told 


of a prayer she had prayed where- | 


by God had received her into His 
kingdom. She told of praying the 
sinner’s prayer, “God be merciful! 
to me a sinner, and save my soul.” 
That testimony and that prayer 
were used of God to produce a 
miracle in my life. 


In my dying condition, I crawled 


| Ol 


| 


out of bed and got on my Knees on} 
the cold concrete floor of the pris- | 


on. I lifted my twisted hands, 
racked with pain, and turned my 
red, bleary eyes up toward heav- 
en and cried out, “O God, be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner, and save my 
soul and let me die—for I am too 
sick to go any farther!” 

A loving God in tender mercy 
reached down into the depths that 
day and lifted my soul from de- 
spair to heavenly heights. He saved 
my soul in answer to my prayer. 
The old “Bunk” Lock was dead 
forever, and a new Creature in 
Christ Jesus had begun to live. 
Getting back into bed, I fell into a 
deep and blessed sleep such as 
only those who know Jesus can 
enjoy. 

Soon my sentence at the prison 
farm was ended, and again I was 
on the streets of Houston, depen- 
dent upon the contributions of 
others for my needs. But it wasn't 
long until the good news spread 
around that “Bunk” Lock wasn’t 
drinking any more, wasn’t taking 
any more dope pills. 1 had been 
completely delivered from old hab- 
its when Jesus saved me. Al- 
though I still had to frequent my 
old haunts-on skid row, because I 
knew nowhere else to go, my com- 
panions knew that I was not the 
same, They didn’t offer me liquor 
any more, but they offered me 
milk and soup. 

Then the Veterans’ Administra- 
tion learned that I was in a dying 
condition and they put me in Mc- 
Closkey Veterans’ Hospital at 
Temple, Texas. There I began to 
read the Bible provided by the 
Gideons. As I read, faith began 
to grow in my heart and the heal- 
ing process started. The blotch of 
Egypt, the galloping tuberculosis, 
the crippling arthritis all left me 


| not 


name of Christ. 

We recall in the Old Testament 
where Saul requested to speak to 
Samuel through the witch of En- 
dor (I Sam. 28:7-25). We also 
read of the judgment of God upon 
Saul, because he did not call upon 
Lord, but went to the wiich, 
who had a familiar spirit, which 
God had forbidden. 

When Christ on Calvary, 
the moment He gave up the ghost. 
the veil in the temple was 
from top to bottom and thi 
Holies was revealed to 
kind. Paul, unde 
wrote in Hebrews, “For we have 
an high priest which cannot 
be touched with the feeling of ow 
infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out sin. Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need”’ 
(Heb. 4:15, 16). Later on in the 
same letter Paul writes, “Having 
therefore, brethren, boldness to 
enter into the holiest by the blood 
of Jesus (Heb. 10:19). We 
have boldness to approach God, 
not by the blood of a saint, not 
even by asking the saint to say 
a good word for us, but by the 
blood of Jesus. 

Someone asked the priest about 
the rosaries the Catholic people 
wear. The priest commented that 
the rosary no more than an 
adding machine for 
They use it so they can tell when 
they have repeated. ten 
Marys.” The priest continued by 
saying they could use their fingers 
just as well. I still wonder why 


the 


died 


rent 
Holy 
all man- 
inspiration, 


Is 


Catholics. 


“Hail | 


the repetition of “Hail Mary” and | 


why the memorized prayers for 
various things. Christ Himself said 
in the Sermon on the Maunt, “But 


when ye pray, use not wn repe- | 


do: for 
shall be 


speaking” 


the heathen 
that they 
their much 


titions, as 
they think 
heard for 


aside 
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published by the Catholic Truth 
Society of Oregon, top of page 
20, “Since the Bible is incom- 
plete, it needs something else to 
supplement it; i. e., the spoken 
or historically recorded word 
which we call Tradition.” 

But the Word (,0d is com- 
plete enough as the Lord 
wou!'d not Jonn on 
the Isle Patmos to write. “For 
I testify unto every man that 
heareth the words ot the prophecy 
this ny man shall 
unto God shall 
plagues that 
And if 
from the 
of this prophe- 
away his part 
life, and out 
holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this 
book” (Rev. 22:18). 

As far as tradition is concerned, 
we find in Matthew 15, in the 
onening verses, the scribes and 
Pharisees coming to Jesus and 
Him why. the disciples 
transgressed the tradition of the 
elders by not washing their hands 
before they eat bread. Christ 
turned the question back to them, 
“Why do ye also transgress the 
commandment of God by your tra- 
?” They had perverted the 
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iS or 
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book. 

these 
him 

written 


add 
add 


are 


things. 
unto the 
in this book: 
any man shall take 
words of 
God 
out of 
of the 


away 
the book 
shall tak: 
the book 


cy, 
of 
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dition? 
law of God concerning honouring 
thy Father and Mother. 

Mark tells concerning the 
same incident, how Christ quoted 
Isaiah the prophet saying, “This 
people honoureth me with their 
lips, but their heart far from 
me” (Mark 7:6). Then Christ pro- 
ceeded to preach them a sermon 
on the tradition of their elders. 
“Howbeit in vain do they worship 
me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. For laving 
the commandment of God, 
ye hold the tradition of men, as 
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| and on July 23, 1953, I was pro- 
nounced completely cured and dis- 


missed from the hospital. 


I went to Lodi to see my moth- 
er. Through those long, dark, dis- 


Mother leaped to her feet. “Let 
me see that card!” she exclaimed 
excitedly. She seized the card and 
the eyes of love could read what 
even the eyes of youth could not 


estly believe was the direct cause | 
of my being saved. She began to. 
pray for God to send some lost. 
and wayward boy to her door so) 
that she could feed him, attend to) 
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his needs, pray for him, and lead 
him to Christ in my stead. Like 
David who said, “Is there yet any 
that is left of the house of Saul, 
that I may shew him kindness for 
Jonathan’s sake?” 


wanted to show that kindness of | 


God to the tramps and bums who 
passed through her town for the 
sake of her own wayward son. 


Soon after she began this meth- 
od of praying, the bums began to 
find her door. That within itself 
was a miracle, because the town 
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My mother; 


read. It said: 


Dear Mother, your prayers have 
been auswered. I have been saved, 
and I am coming home. Buster. 


Later my mother received a let- 
ter in which I said: 


Mother Dear, I am saved and 
healed, tut a strange thing has 
come upon my speech. When I 
pray at night I stammer and speak 
in a strange language. 

With thanksgiving in her heart 
my mother answered, my letter 


couraging twenty years when she 
didn’t know whether I was living 
or dead, she had been faithful to 
pray for me. Can you imagine the 
joy that was in our hearts when 
we met that day, mother and 
son, bound in a tie even greater 
than that of the love of a mother 
for her child, of a child for his 
mother. Jesus Christ was the Sav- 
iour of both of us. 


I returned to Houston, and the 
Texas State Hotel gave me a job 


(Continued on page 7) 
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the washing of pots and cups: 
and many other such like things 
ye do. And he said unto them, 
Full well ye reject the command- 
ment of God, that ye may keep 
your own tradition” (Mark 7:6-9). 


In the next place, who gave the 
Roman Catholic church the au- 
thority to be the judge of which 
religion is complete? On the same 
page of the pamphlet quoted 
above, they say, “Hence .. . Re- 
ligions founded on ‘The Bible-only’ 
(theory) are therefore necessarily 
incomplete.” What do they ac- 
tually mean by the word incom- 
plete? Do they méan we are in- 
complete because we do not bow 
down to some image or saint 
and pray or ask them to say a 


good word for us? Does their con- | 


ception of us Christians being in- 
complete mean we do not confess 
our sins to the priest? The priest 
polished over this question by say- 
ing the priest was acting similar 
to a psychiatrist, where people 
come and talk over their prob- 
lems. 


The trouble with people today 
is we have too many psychiatrists 
in the pulpit instead of God-called 
preachers who will cry out against 
sin and tell the people Christ is 
the one they have sinned against 
and that He has the power to for- 
give sin, and He alone. It was 
Christ who gave His life’s blood 
on the cross to wash away our 
sins, not an earthly priest. Isaiah 
1:18 says, “Come now, and let us 
reason together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, | 
they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, | 
they shall be as wool.” | 


Baptismal Regeneration, Says | 
Catholic Paper | 

The number which no man will | 
be able to number are those “ | 


| 
. . | 


Priest Explains. . . 


he said, “. . . for I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him 
against that day” (II Tim, 1:12). 
If the priest is right, then John 
did not know what he was talk- 
ing about when he said, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life’ (John 5:24). 


The Apostle John in his first 
epistle backs up the above Scrip- 
tures by saying, “These things 
have. I written unto you that be- 
‘lieve on the name of the Son of 
God; that ye may know that ye 
have eternal life, and that ye may 
| believe on the name of the Son of 
God” (I John 5:13). 


What Catholics Teach About 
the Scriptures 


“Our Lord did not write any 
part of the New Testament nor 
command His apostles to do so 

. If reading the Bible were a 
necessary means of _ salvation, 
would not our Lord have made 
that statement and also provided 
this means for His _ followers? 
But He did neither.” I am quot- 


ae MMMM MM ww" 


Speak Out for Jesus 


You talk about your business, 


_Your bonds and stocks and gold; 


And in all worldly matters 
You are so brave and bold. 

But why are you so silent 
About salvation’s plan? 

Why don’t you speak for Jesus, 
And speak out like a man? 


You talk about the weather, 
And the crops of corn and wheat; 
You speak of friends and neighbors 


which came out of great tribula- | That pass along the street; 


tion, and have washed their robes, | 
and made them white in the blood | 
of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14b). How- | 


ever, Roman Catholics do not 
agree with this because they say 
baptism is salvation. Quoting from 
a newspaper, Catholic edition, en- 
titled, Our Sunday Visitor, Janu- 
ary 20 issue and I quote from 
page 4 of Eugene S. Geissler’s 
article entitled “I, Too, Am Their 
Father’: “The baptismal regis- 


ter, truly the book of life, contains | 
the names of all those who have | 
become the children of God. Bap- | 
baptism—gives | 


tism—and _ . only 

men the right to address God: 

‘Our Father.’ ” 

Lord have mercy! Christ said, 
- ho man cometh to the Fath- 

er but by me.” Again He said, “I 


am the door: by me if any man| 


enter in, he shall be saved” (John 
10:9). “. . . He that entereth not 
by the door into the sheepfold, 


but climbeth up some other way, | 


the same is a thief and a robber” 
(John 10:1). If people were saved 
by water, we do not have to wor- 


ry about all the people who died | 


in the flood and we can expect to 
see Pharaoh’s army in Heaven. 


But if people are saved by water | 


or works, then Christ died in vain. 

The priest told me people were 
saved .by works, because the 
Scripture says to “work out your 
own salvation.” This false appli- 
cation of Scripture is an old thing, 
first started by Satan. We 
know the familiar words of Paul 
to the Ephesians, “For by grace 
are ye saved through faith: and 
that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God: Not of works, lest 
any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 
9). Again the apostle wrote, “Not 
by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the wash- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5). 
The Scripture in Philippians 


quoted by the priest puts the em-| 


phasis on “your own” salvation, 
which has been worked in 
God’s grace and then Paul, 
through inspiration, in his letter 
to the Philippians (2:12) said to 
“work out” your salvation. ‘This 
implies that after a person is 
saved, he is to work out in his 
life the change already made in- 
wardly by regeneration. 

Another statement the priest 
made was, ““No one knows wheth- 
er he is saved or not until the 
Judgement Day.” If this statement 
be true, then Paul misled us, for 


by | 


You call yourself a Christian, 
And like the Gospel plan— 
Then why not speak for Jesus 
And speak out like a man? 


Are you ashamed of Jesus 
And the story of the cross, 
That you lower His pure Banner 
And let it suffer loss? 
Have you forgot his suffering? 
| Did He diesfor you in vain? 
If not, then live and speak for 
| Jesus, 
And praise HIS Precious Name. 


| 


| Sent in by: 


Forrest L. Eonte 
Route 3 
Wiliamsport, Pennsylvania 
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‘ing from the pamphlet, Why 
Catholics Are So Positive, page 17. 
Right away I wonder what the 
Catholics do with the book of 
Revelation, because in this book 
alone the Lord tells John eleven 
times, if not more, to write what 
_He is about to tell him and what 
he is about to see, or has seen. 
|When John was in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s day and heard a great 
_voice as of a trumpet. which 
identified Himself as the Alpha 
‘and the Omega, the voice said, 
'“What thou seest, write in a book, 
and send it unto the _ seven 
churches which are in Asia” (Rev. 
1:11). Then seven times the Lord 
says to John, “Unto the angel |or 
messenger | of the church of Ephe- 


; 
; 
’ 


sus. .., Smyrna... , Perga- 
i'mos ..., Thyatira ..., Sardis 
|. .., Philadelphia... , Laodicea 


. write.” In Revelation 14:13 
_John hears this same voice again 
telling him to, “Write, Blessed are 
_the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth .. .” and in 21:5 
the one sitting on the throne says, 
'““Behold, I make all things new. 
_And he said unto me, Write: for 
_these words are true and faith- 
| ful.” I wonder how the priest gets 
/around these Scriptures? But ac- 
cording to the Catholic theory 
'the Scriptures could not be au- 
thoritative. 


Now let us take the last por- 
tion of the quotation, If 
reading the Bible were a neces- 
sary means of salvation, would not 
our Lord have made that state- 
ment and also provided this means 


| 
>. 
| 


for His followers? But He did) 


neither.” In regards to the Word, 


John in the book of Revelation | 


writes, “Blessed is he that read- 
eth, and they that hear the words 
of this prophecy .. .” Paul to 
young Timothy admonished him 


to, “Study to shew thyself ap- 
proved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, right- 
ly dividing the word of truth” 
(II Tim. 2:15). Then Paul, writ- 
ing to the Romans, tells us the 
value of the Word of God in our 
salvation. “So then faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). 
Thank God for His Word instead 
of the tradition of the elders. 


The Word of God is and ever 
shall be the Gospel which is the 
“power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth .. .” 
(Rom. 1:16). But the most im- 
portant reason we should read the 
Word of God is found in John’s 
gospel, “And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us .. .-” 
(John 1:14). God is not going to 
judge us according to the tradition 
of the elders or priest, but accord- 
ing to the Word of God, as Jesus 
said, “He that rejecteth me, and 
receiveth not my words, hath one 
that judgeth him: the word that 
I have spoken, the same shall 
judge him in the last day” (John 
12:48). 


The Catholics stress, somewhat, 
to their people that they should 
read the Bible, because on page 
30 of Why Catholics Are So Posi- 
tive we read, ‘““The Church grants 
a spiritual premium or indulgence 


to those who read the Bible: .. .” | 


Webster’s dictionary gives for us 
what the Roman Catholic Church 
means by indulgence and I quote, 
“Remission of the _ temporal 
(usually purgatorial) punishment 
due for sins whose eternal pun- 
ishment has been remitted and 
whose guilt has been pardoned by 


the reception of the sacrament | 
of penance.” But in no place in| 
the Bible are we told that we as | 
the body of Christ (the Church) | 
have the power to forgive sin or | 
excuse sin. Christ alone, as the 
head of the Church, has the power | 
to forgive sin. He it was that paid | 
the full price of sin on Calvary. 


Do the Bread and Wine Actu- | 
ally Become-the Body and 
Blood of Christ? 


As I left the Church I summed 
up in my own mind two words 
which’ describe the whole situa- 
tion that I saw. These are ig- 
norance and superstition. By this 
I do not mean the priest is ig- 
norant, for he studies from six 
to eight years to be a Catholic 
priest. Neither do I mean the peo- 


-ed, and from blood” (Acts 15:19, 


ple are illiterate. But the priests | 
go through so many ordeals and 
motions concerning their relics 
and vessels which the people do 
not understand. As I left, a lady, 
who had been a Catholic most of 
her life, admitted to me that 
every time she heard the priest 
explain one of their relics she 
always learned something she had 
never understood before. Catholics 
follow a thousand superstitions 
and traditions but are ignorant 
of the Bible and the Christian 
faith revealed in the New Testa- 
ment. 


Some people think that all false 
prophets mentioned in Scripture 
are to come in the future. Broth- 
er, they are already among us. 
In Matthew, Christ warns us 
Himself about the false prophets 
who shall come: “For there shall 
arise false Christs, and false 
prophets, and shall shew great 
signs and wonders; insomuch that, 
if it were possible, they shall de- 
ceive the very elect. Behgld, I 
have told you before. Wherefore 
if they shall say unto you, Behold, 
he is in the desert; go not forth: 
behold, he is in the secret 
chambers; believe it not” (Matt. 
24 :24-26). 


Speaking of false Christs being 
in a secret chamber, when the 
priest was showing to the group 
of us the altar, he said he was 
very sorry he could not show us 
the tabernacle because the Lord 
was dwelling in it that day. At 
first I did not understand exactly 
what he was trying to say. Then 
he pulled back a little curtain 
on the altar and showed me a 
bright shining gold-plated door. 
Th priest said it was actually no 
more than a safe but it was called 
the tabernacle. This was the place 
the Lord was supposed to be dwell- 
ing. I find in Acts 7:48, “How- 
beit the most High dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands; as 
saith the prophet.” What the 
priest meant by the Lord dwelling 
in the tabernacle was that the 
bread and wine were locked in 


there. They actually believe that 
after the priest blesses this bread 
and wine it becomes the actual 
body and blood of Christ. 


In a city of North Carolina I 
once had an opportunity to talk 
with a Catholic altar boy. He said 
the bread and wine actually 
changed into the body and blood 
of Christ. After further question- 
ing, he admitted he did not actual- 
ly see it change because he had 
his head bowed. I questioned the 
priest in regard to this belief. The 
priest replied to this by saying, 
“The things we see—are they 
really what we see or are they 
something else? Our eyes often 
fool us. After all,” the priest con- 
tinued, “The Lord said Himself, 
‘this is my body and this is my 
blood’ as He offered it to His dis- 
ciples.” 


From another of their little 
pamphlets, The Miniature Missal, 
which is also published by The 
Catholic Truth Society of Ore- 
gon, on page 23 concerning Tran- 
substantiation, I quete, “. . . That 
God’s power may change the bread 
and wine into the Body and Blood 
of Christ.” If the Catholic Church 
claims to be the oldest church, 
and has more of the word and 
laws of God, then I wonder what 
they do with the Levitical law 
which says, “For the life of the 
flesh is in the blood: and I have 
given it to you upon the altar 
to make an atonement for your 
souls: for it is the blood that mak- 
eth an atonement for the soul. 
Therefore I said unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, No soul of you 
shall eat blood, neither shall any 
stranger that sojourneth among 
you eat blood” (Lev. 17:11-12). 
In the book of Acts when the 
Council of Jerusalem met, James 
was speaking and he = said, 
“Wherefore my sentence is, that) 
we trouble not them, which from | 
among the Gentiles are turned | 
to God: But that we write unto| 
them, that they abstain from pol- | 
lutions of idols, and from forni- | 


cation, and from things strang]l- | 


20). 


Christ the Only Sacrifice 
for Sin 


The prayer the priest offers | 
with the bread as he partakes of | 
it is found on page 16 of the’ 
same pamphlet, “Receive, O holy | 
Father, almighty and everlasting | 
God, this Host without spot, 
Which J, thine unworthy servant, 
offer unto Thee, my living and 
true God, for mine innumerable 
sins, Offenses and negligences; as | 
also for all faithful Christians 
living and departed: that to me 
and to them it may be profitable 
unto life everlasting. Amen.” (I 
supplied the underlining.) It seems 
to me as I read the above prayer, 
that the priest is presenting an- | 
other sacrifice to God for the for- | 
giveness of his sins. However, the | 


’ 


Word of God says, “. . . there re- | 
maineth no more sacrifice for | 
sins . ”” (Heb. 10:26b). There 
remains forgiveness through | 


| 
| 
Christ as I John 1:9 brings out, | 
but when Christ died on the cross | 
He did away with the sacrifice 
of bulls and goats. The only sacri- 
fice Christ wants now is for us 
as Christians to present our bodies | 
a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1). | 
But that does not say for sin. 
Locking back to Hebrews 10:10- 
12, this truth is brought out, “By 
the which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all. And | 
every priest standeth daily minis- | 
tering and offering oftentimés the | 
same sacrifices, which can never | 
take away sins: But this man, af- | 
ter he had offered one sacrifice 
for sins for ever, sat down on the 
right hand of God... .” 
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If there be those reading this 
message to whom the Spirit of 
God is speaking concerning such | 
doctrine, it is my sincere prayer 
and desire that you may do as II 
Timothy 3:5 says, “from such turn 
away,’ and accept the truth and 
authority of the Word of God. | 
“... Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of 
God” (John 3:3). “Look unto me, | 
and be ye saved, all the ends of 
the earth: for I am God, and there 
is none else” (Isa. 45:22). ‘'For 
whosoever shall call upon. the 
name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Rom. 10:13). Why not trust 
Christ as your own Lord and Sav- 
iour? 


—The End— 
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John 3: 


(Continued from page 2) 


there was revealed to me the ut- 
ter worthlessness of the book I 
had so prized.” 


His face beamed with gratitude 
and joy. “Imagine,” he continued, 
“what would have been my state 
if I had ended with this thought: 
I have labored for myself, and 
have received my reward. But I 
saw that, far from having atoned 


Re 


past pages of his book to damn 
him forever. 


A man’s Work may take the 
sacramental form; that is, he may 
believe that because he is bap- 
tized and unites with the church 
and partakes of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, he is saved. We have had too 
many testimonies to believe that 
every church member is saved. 


lieveth with the heart—not be- 
cause he knoweth with the head. 


“Believeth” Disproves Sal- 
vation by Feeling 


That is, a man is not saved be- 
cause of what he feels. Faith must 
never be confounded with nor 
measured by feelings. 

If we say we cannot believe un- 
less we feel, we are guilty of rank 
unbelief. That 


we said, “Lord, I will not believe | 


You unless I have some evidence, 


; ¢ s f that what You have 

for my sins by my good works. It is not form but faith that some proo hat 

those tore ie: Ae hs in. them- makes one to be the child of God.| said is true. [ry that on an 
earthly friend and you will give 


selves full of sin; and that I was 
a lost sinner, in danger of eternal 
death, and with no power to save 
myself. And then, for the first 
time in my life, I felt my need of 
a Saviour, and I thought of Him 
who, ‘though he was rich, yet for 


Salvation by works is pure pa- 
ganism. We read of a Buddhist who 
arose every morning, ate no food 
until the noon hour, and spent 
the entire morning performing the 
rites and requirements of his re- 
ligion, but at the age of seventy- 


offense. You cannot imagine a 
greater insult than that. 


Feeling is a natural consequences 
of faith, but too many times we 
forget faith and set our-eyes on 
feelings. That is a fatal mistake. 


record must be believed. 
is just as though | 


the record that God gave of his 
Son.” 

“Faith cometh by hearing’ is 
a true statement, for no man can 
believe what he does not hear. 
“How shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard?” I 
must be informed of a fact before 
[I can possibly believe. it. The 
record that God has given of His 
Son constitutes the Gospel. That 
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jected that offering. A man’s 
works may take the form of re- 
formation, but man is not saved 
by the process of sin-elimination. 
Sam Jones used to preach a ser- 


came to the Lord with this, “We 
know,” and undoubtedly Nicode- 
mus knew a great many things for 


brother, all who live here in Min- 
neapolis were terribly shocked by 
the message. They immediately 


he was the teacher in Israel, and | 
unsaved man to| 


yet he was an 


assembled themselves and started 
for home. As they described that 


tool of expression. will be mailed to you promptly. 
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take large delegations. Parents 
bringing young people to the open- 
ing of Bob Jones University might 
well plan to attend the second 
conference as many did this year. 
Reservations should be made 
ahead of time sending $1 per per- 
son, saying exactly when you will 
arrive, how long you will stay. 
You may address Lake Louise Ho- 
tel, Toccoa, Georgia. Speakers in- 
vited include Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.; 
Dr. Lee Roberson; Pastor Jack 
Hyles of Garland, Texas; Dr. 
Louis Talbot, Chancellor of Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles; Dr. Bill 
Dowell of High Street Baptist 
Church, Springfield, Missouri; 
Dr. Bob Jones, Jr.; Dr. Bill Rice, 
etc. We expect people from thirty 
states to attend the two confer- 
ences together. Better plan now! 


Home Deeded to the Sword of 
the Lord Foundation 


A beloved Christian 
from Alabama two years ago told 
us that he wanted to deed his 
home to the Sword of the Lord. 
At his earnest insistence, two 
weeks ago we went to a lawyer 
together having a‘new deed pre- 
pared whereby the home with 2% 
acres becomes the property of 
the Sword of the Lord Founda- 
tion, and he is guaranteed estate 
rights for the use of the proper- 
ty until his death. He felt that 
no heir to whom he might leave 
the property needed it, and that 
by deeding the property to the 


brother | 


Sword of the Lord he could help | 


get out the Gospel even after he 
goes to be with the Lord. 


We believe that there are hun-| 
dreds of readers who ought to re- | 
member the Sword of the Lord in’! 


their wills, and hundreds more who 
ought to give to the Sword of 
the Lord some property which 
could be cashed in eventually to 
take care of the soul-winning 
work around the _ world 
though the present owner might 
reserve the rights to the use of the 
property or income from the pro- 
until his death, if -that 
seems best. Will you prayerfully 
consider how you might honor 
God with your property by helping 
thus with a permanent invest- 
ment in this work? 


even | 


Birthday Party September 28! 


We intend to have a birthday 
cake with candles on it and a big 
birthday party at the Sword of 
the Lord, September 28. We will 
be celebrating the 23rd anniver- 
sary of the Sword of the Lord. 
For 23 years this Christian paper 
has been going out to all the 
world. From time to time when 
we have checked we have found 
THE Sworp going to subscribers 
in every state in America and to 
some eighty foreign countries. 
There is a special Portuguese edi- 
tion of THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
published in Portugal. There is a 
special Japanese edition published 
in Japan. And all these years 
THE SWoRD OF THE LORD has been 
“an independent Christian weekly, 
standing for the verbal inspiration 
of the Bible, the deity of Christ, 
His blood atonement, salvation by 


faith, New Testament soul win- 
ning and the premillennial re- 


turn of Christ.” All these 23 years 
it has openly declared that it 
“Opposes Modernism, Worldliness 
and Formalism.” ‘These _ state- 
ments are on the front page of 
every copy printed. 


We very greatly need $50,000 
as working capital for the Sword 
of the Lord to be turned in this 
month. And we invite God’s people 
to send a birthday gift. For every 
gift of $23 or more (for our 23rd 
Sword birthday) we will send a 
beautifully engraved certificate, 
size 6%” x 8”, certifying your 
gift in “Investment Evangelism,” 
a spiritual investment which, we 
trust, God Himself will richly re- 
pay in this life and in the life to 


come. Many will give 23 dimes 
($2.30). Some are already giving 
23 ten-dollar bills ($230). Some 


are giving $50 and $100, and we 
believe some should give and will 


give $500 and $1,000. We earn- 
estly entreat those who believe 
what THE Sworp stands for. 
those who are burdened for re- 
viyal and soul winning, in the 


New Testament fashion to support 
this work with loving birthday 
gifts, given in Jesus’ name for our 
23rd anniversary, September 28. 

If you cannot give the cash by 
that time, but wish to have part, 
pleasé notify us by September 28 
what you can give by January l, 
and we will count it in this birth- 
day celebration. There will be a 
birthday cake with 23 candles. It 
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‘The dearest.idol | have known, 
Whate’er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from its throne 


And worship only ‘Thee. 


So shall my walk be close with 
God, 
Calm and serene my frame, 
So purer light shall mark the road 
‘That leads me to the Lamb.” 
—Cowper. 


i 


will be surrounded with praise to 
God by these loyal, sacrificial 
workers and friends, if you who 
can and ought will do what God 
leads you to do in earnest, even 
sacrificial giving to spread the 
Gospel around the world. Remem- 
ber “Investment Evangelism” and 
prayerfully honor the Lord with 
your gifts. Address the Sword of 
the Lord Foundation, 214 West 
Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Better Renew for Three 
Years. Now 

It is always a great saving for 
us when people can send subscrip- 
tions for three years instead of 
one year. We save making a new 
stencil each year, save the re- 
newal blanks, save promotion let- 
ters, and save losing some people 
who neglect to renew their sub- 
scriptions. So we regularly offer 
this big weekly paper for $2.50 
per year, but three full years for 
$5). Now to get thousands of three- 
year renewals (and new subscrib- 
ers, too) we offer a beautiful Art- 
lee Retractor ball-point pen, val- 
ued at $1.69, filled with the “mira- 
cle ink” which dries instantly, 
does not transfer nor smudge, It 


has a pocket clip. Press the top|: 


button and it writes; press again 
and the point retracts. Safeguard 
your pocket or purse. This beau- 
tiful pen is free with every three- 
year subscription at $5 ($6.50 in 
Canada and foreign countries). 
It will pay you and pay us so we 
hope you will send your $5 for 
three-year renewal and get this 
beautiful ball-point pen free. You 
will be glad you did! Address the 
Sword of the Lord, 214 West 
Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. 


HEAVENLY BLESSING 


By Uncle Roger 


Yes, a heavenly bless- 
ing is in store for those 
who receive the selection 
for the month of Septem- 
ber, Bible Facts About 
Heaven, by Dr. John R. 
Rice. This attractive 64- 
page book deals with 


* 
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/O 


/2 43 
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/7 20 


23 


a¢ 27 


many questions about the 
subject of Heaven that 
you will want to have 


4/ 


answered. Some of the 
interesting chapter titles 
are, “Heaven, a Real, Lit- 


SF 


2¥ 25 


Jo 3/ 


33 SF 


eral Place,” “Christians 
Know Each Other in 
Heaven,” and “For the 
Christian “To Die is Gain’; 
We Should Long for 
Heaven.” I’m _ sure that 
you will not want to miss 
the opportunity to receive 
this book. It requires only 
four correct puzzles. Get 
it today! 


HERE ARE THE 
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IF 36 


3F 
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SY 
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of $2 159 


RULES. PLEASE READ 
THEM CAREFULLY. 


— 1. Fill in the empty 
blanks according to the 
clews given. If you do not 
wish to cut up your copy 
of the paper, you may 
print the answers on a 
separate sheet of paper 
according to the clew 
numbers given. Answers 
must be complete and cor- 
rect, 


2. PRINT (not write) 
your name and address in 


the blank below the puz- 
zle and mail to: UNCLE 
ROGER, THE SWORD OF 


oF 


THE LorD, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois. In order to have 
your entry counted cor- 


Name 
ww 


Address - 


(PRINT) 


rect, it must be postmark- 
ed by midnight, Septem- 
ber 28, 1957. If your paper 
arrives after the deadline 
date, please send the an- 


7 (PRINT) 


City 


-- 2one....... State 


Incorrect entries will not be returned. SAVE THESE CARDS. THEY ARE 


swer and tell us the date 
that your paper arrived. 
3. Each weekly entry 


(PRINT) 


will be checked, and you 
will receive a post card 
if your entry is correct. 
IMPORTANT. When you 


have four cards, mail them to us, and you will receive your copy ofs the featured book-of-the-month 
for September. If you prefer a book or books previously offered, please indicate your choice. Remember 
that some of the books require five cards. The answer to Puzzle Number 38 will appear in the October 4 


issue of THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
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John 3:16 
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of God—not hearing just anything. 
Not hearing the word of man. 
One has truly said: 


“I may hear a man descant 
upon the Gospel with all the 
eloquence that can be command- 
ed by the most fluent tongue, 
yet if my faith comes to me be- 
cause that man has_ spoken 
pathetically, or poetically, or 
argumentatively, it is a poor 
miserable faith; being born of 
the power of the flesh, it will 
die; and so prove itself unlike 
the faith which springs from 
the incorruptible Word of God, 
for that liveth and abideth for- 
ever. On the other hand, I may 
hope for faith if I am listening 
to the true Gospel, though the 
man who speaks it may be of 
stammering lips, and his voice 
may be disagreeable to my ear, 
and there may be much about 
his manner that does not com- 
mend itself to me. If he preach- 
es the truth it is by hearing not 
him, the man, but by hearing 
the Word of God that I shall 
come to faith.” 


Saving faith always has respect 
to what God says. 


It sounds a little strange to have 
some one ask, “How can I be- 
lieve?” Do you mean, “How can 
I believe God?” The next time 
your wife tells you something, say 
to her, “How can I believe you?” 
You will probably leave the house 
with the dishwater down your 
neck. 


It sounds just as strange to have 
a man say, “Well, I am trying to 
believe.” The next time your busi- 
ness associate or friend tells you 
something, say, “Well, T’'ll try to 
believe you.’” What will the result 
be? 

Our trouble is that we receive 
man’s word, deceptive as it is, and 
that word forms the foundation 
of all business life, of all social 
life, of all judicial life, of all na- 
tional life, and of nearly all our 
educational life. We believe the 
word of man even when that word 
does not have to do with facts, 


but rather with hopes. We believe 
the word of man whether it comes 
to us orally, or written with pen 
and ink, or printed on paper. We 
receive the word of man as true, 
Just so we receive the testimony 
of God which is far more reliable 
than that of any man. God’s Word 
tells us that we are sinful and 
lost. We know that. God’s Word 
tells us that our hearts are deceit- 
ful and desperately wicked. We 
know that. God’s Word tells us 
that we are so helpless that we 
need a Saviour. We believe that. 
God’s Word tells us that judg- 
ment abideth upon the unbeliev- 
er. God’s Word tells us that He so 
loved every individual in the world 
that He delivered His own Son in- 
to the hands of justice to bear the 
penalty that was justly our due. 
This is the record of God which 
we must believe for salvation. 


The first time faith is found in 
Scripture is in Genesis 15:6 where 
we are told that Abraham was 
counted righteous because he be- 
lieved the Lord. In the last part 
of Romans 4 we are told that this 
was not written for his sake alone, 
but for us also who “believe on 
him that raised up Jesus our Lord 
fromthe dead.’ The bodies of 
Abraham and Sarah were as good 
as dead, yet Abraham believed 
God’s promise concerning a son 
who was to be given. We believe 
God’s testimony concerning the 


‘Son whom He has given. 


Sometimes we hear things we 
do not believe. Recently someone 
told me something concerning a 
mutual friend, and I answered 
bluntly, “I do not believe it.” 


Faith means that the word af- 
firmed by one is confirmed by us, 
as when the disciples said, “Well, 
Master, thou has well said.” 

“Believeth’” means more than 
all this—it means trust. There 
must be not only the reception 
of the Word and confidence in it, 
but dependence upon it. The Greek 
word translated “believe” means 
“to trust,” “to confide in,”’. “to 
rely on.” How carelessly we use 
that word. 

You have all read the old story 
of the incident at Niagara Falls 
when a tight wire walker an- 


(ConTinued on page 9Q) 


Clews Across 


1. The only mammal capable of 
true flight 


4. The Holy City 
12. Level; steady 


. History (abbr.) 

. The son of Ikkesh (II Sam. 23: 
26 ) 

. The number of virgins in the 
parable 

. A son of Shem (Gen. 10:22) 

. Ward off; prevent 

. A small amphibian 

. Expire 

. Wastes; squanders 

. Pastoral 

. The genealogy in Luke men- 
tions — as the son of Jose 
(Luke 3:28, 29). 

. The son of Esau 

math (Gen. 36:4) 

The central virtue of 

inthians 13 

32. The female of the domestic 
Aowl 

34. A plant used for tithing (Matt. 

23:23) 

36. A tap; return blow 

37. Rearrange “been.” 

39. A son of Shemaiah (I Chron. 

3:22) 
41. 
42. 


and Bashe- 


30. I Cor- 


An exclamation 
The son of Eliadah 
11:23) 

Irritates 


(I Kings 


44. 

47. 

age 

A son of Ishmael and his pos- 

terity at the Persian Gulf 
(Gen. 25:15) 

He slew all the children in 

Bethlehem from two years old 

and under (Matt. 2:16). 

. Rough envelope of a fruit 

. 1051 (Roman numeral) 

. Wrath 

. A son of Eliphaz (Gen, 36:15) 

. Azariah was his son (II Chron. 
23:1). 

. People of a coast city in Pales- 
tine 

. The ocean 


48. 


49, 


Clews Down 

. The birthplace of Christ 

. Avenue (abbr.) 

. Jabal was the father of such 
as dwell in n. 
4:20). ee 

. The second judge in the book 

of Judges 

Free 


. A pronoun 
Any one step of a series for 
ascending or descending 


OnrIm 


A box or receptacle for stor-} 


‘Ty. - etd sae . .<% r eae OAS ‘i bal =—s. sled Z 


Puzzle Number 38 


9. Untruth 

10. Goes astray a 
11. Matins (abbr.) 

16. A city mentioned in Acts 27:8 
18. The flesh of a calf used for 


food 

. Rearrange “ore.” 

. Any of several coarse red sea- 
weeds used for food 

. A prince of the Midianites 
(Judg. 7:25) 

. Those taking part in the first 
resurrection will —— — 
with Christ a thousand years. 

. He pitched his tent toward 
Sodom (Gen. 13:12). 

. Jesus pronounced a woe upon 
this city (Matt. 11:21). 

. A combination or coalition 

. A stringed instrument 

33. The father of Kish (I Chron. 


35. Avid 

38. A mount from whose summit 
Moses saw the Promised Land 
(Deut. 32:49) 

40. Lamentations (abbr.) 

43. “Yea, and what have ye fo 
do with me, O Tyre, and 
— — — — — , , .” (Joel 3:4). 

45. Jesus said to Peter, “Feed my 

46. A son of Zophah (I Chron. 7: 
36) 

48. To cause to revolve: rotate 

49. Possessive pronoun 

20. Moses led the children of Is- 
rael across the — - Sea, 

91. The bleat of a sheep 

23. Shelter; protection 

96. Mile (abbr.) 

Answer to Puzzle Number 36 
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nounced that he would run a 
wheelbarrow over the falls on the 
wire, and that he would gladly 
carry a man in it. Two men, in 
talking over this, were divided as 
to the possibility of the perform- 
ance. One insisted that he be- 
lieved it could be done. Then final- 
ly the one who did not believe it 
possible said to the believing one, 
“T’'ll give you fifty dollars if you 
will get into the wheelbarrow.” 
This the believing one refused to 
do! He insisted that he believed 
and yet he would not trust, 


We fear that that is thé trou- 
ble with a great many professed 
believers today. They insist that 
they believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, yet when the matter is 
pressed home you will find that 
they are trusting in their own 
merit or good works rather than 
in Him. We insist that it is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ alone who is the 
Saviour of men. It is not the Lord 
Jesus Christ plus us. The preacher 
who declared, “You do your part 
and Christ will do His,” is wide of 
the mark. You are not saved by 
what you do or by what you don’t 
do. You are saved because you 
trust in Him, 


Could my tears forever flow - 
Could my zeal no languor know, 
These for sin could not atone, 
Thou must save, and Thou alone: 
In my hand no price | bring, 
Simply to thy cross | cling. 


Saving faith is trusting in some- 
one else to do for us what we 
cannot do for ourselves. The fol- 
lowing illustrates what we mean. 


A man was cast on to a littlé 
island which was being submerged 
by the rising tide. A boat had 
also been cast there. He fedeantl 
ed the fact that it was a boat, and 
then, as the water continued to 
rise he came to see that it was a 
good boat for a time of need. He 
believed in the boat although he 
was not ready to use it. But soon 
after, when he saw that the rising 
water would soon drown him if he 
did not escape, and that there was 
no other hope, he finally got into 
the boat and trusted himself to 
it as his only means of safety. A 
man does not trust himself to 
Christ until he sees in Christ the 
only means of saféty. 


A minister cared for the funer- 
al of a baby whose mother was 
not saved. Immediately after the 
funeral she left the city and did 
not return for several months. 
Upon her return he called upon 
her and found her eager to be 
saved. 


“But,” she exclaimed at length 
with deep feeling, ‘‘all my efforts 
to become a Christian are un- 
availing.” 

The minister said, “Perhaps 
your efforts have not been sin- 
cere. What have you been doing 
in order to become a Christian?”’ 


The answer was, “I have been 
praying and reading my Bible. I 
have attended church regularly. I 
have. been very watchful over my 
thoughts and words. I have tried 
if possible to keep from sinning, 
and I can truly say I have tried 
my best.” 


“And you have not succeeded?” 


“No,” she answered sorrowfully, 
“T have not.” 

“Don’t try any more,” he quiet- 
ly said. 

She opened her eyes wide in 
astonishment and _ exclaimed, 
“Don’t try any more! Surely you 
can’t mean that. You certainly 
do not tell me to give over my ef- 
forts when my very salvation de- 
pends on my success!” 

He said, ‘‘Certainly no good can 
come out of further efforts. You 
have honestly and earnestly tried 
to be a Christian since your baby 
went away to be with the Lord. 
How long do you expect to try 
before you have the promise of 
forgiveness and eternal life?” 

A look of sorrow and despair 
came into her face and she re- 
plied, ‘Why, I don’t know.” 

“Then,” said he, “let me say 


again, don’t try any more. Trust 
one who is willing and able to save 
you just now, without any good- 
ness of your own, without any 
effort on your part, without mov- 


finished work of Christ, showed 
her that “God commendeth his 
love toward us in that while we 
were yet sinners Christ died for 
us.” Quoted to her the lines of 
a familiar hymn: 


Nothing, either great or small, 
Nothing, sinner, no; 

Jesus did it, did it all, 
Long, long ago. 

Till to Jesus’ cross you cling 
By a simple faith, 

Doing is a deadly thing, 


rhard binding, price $2 at your booksellers 


Doing ends in death. 


Cast your deadly doing down, 
Down at Jesus’ feet; 

Trust in Him, in Him alone; 
Stand glorious and complete. 


Tears of gratitude filled her 
eyes with joy at the truth that 
after all her useless trying she 
could have pardon and peace with- 
out trying. 

When the minister departed, he 
said, “Don’t try any more to be 
saved, but try with all your might 
to serve and please Him who has 
saved you by His grace.” 


(Seventh of ten chapters from the book, 
JOHN 3:16. 127 pages, beautiful library 


or add i5c postage and packaging charge, 
and order from Sword of the Lord, 214 
West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois.) 
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ed, that He would be wounded for 
our transgressions, that He would 
be pierced, that He would be 
hanged on a tree, that His body 
should not see corruption in the 
grave but would arise from the 
dead—all these were fulfilled lit- 
erally. So the prophecies about 
Christ’s second coming must be 
fulfilled just as literally as the 
promises about His first coming. 
Jesus is coming again. 

What will happen when Jesus 
comes? 


There are two phases foretold 
about the second coming of Christ. 
First, the Saviour will descend 
from Heaven to the air above the 
earth and will call out all His 
saints to take us to the Father’s 
house in Heaven. Sleeping bodies 
of Christians who have died will 
be raised; the bodies of all living 
Christians will be changed, glori- 
fied in a moment, and together 
we will meet the Lord in the air, 
and He will take us to the place 
prepared for us. Later He will 
return with us to the earth to 
set up His throne at Jerusalem, 
fulfilling the Scriptures by reign- 
ing on the throne of His father 
David. But it is the first phase 
of Christ’s coming of which we 
write here. What will happen, 
then, when Jesus first comes in 
the air to receive His saints? 
Then, there will be a glad sur- 
prise, a glorious resurrection, a 
grand reunion, a grievous separa- 
tion, and a grave accounting. Now 
let us see what God’s Word has 
to say about five great subjects 
connected with Christ’s coming. 


I. A Glad Surprise 


No one knows the day nor the 
hour of the Saviour’s coming. No 
one knows even approximately 
when He may come. Yet, Jesus 
may come at any moment. For 
all those who look for the coming 
of the Saviour with hungry hearts, 
His coming will be a glad, glad 
surprise! This is the teaching of 
many, many Scriptures, all of 
them inspired of God, most of 
them from the mouth of the Sav- 
iour Himself. 


In Matthew 24:36-39 the Sav- 
iour Himself gives this solemn 
warning of the unexpected sudden- 
ness of His return: 


“But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the an- 
gels of heaven, but my Father on- 
ly. But as the days of Noe were, 
so shall also the coming of the 
|Son of man be. For as in the days 
that were before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marry- 
ing and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered into the 


ing from your chair.” 
He went on to tell her of the 


ark, And knew not until the flood 
came, and took them all away; so 
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What Will Happen When Jesus Comes? 


troubled soul of John Wesley— 


Penn a conqueror—1 John 5:4. 


shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be.” 


Even the angels in Heaven do 
not know when Christ will return! 
No man in the world, then, can 
tell when Jesus will come, You 
cannot tell by measuring. the 
Great Pyramid, counting an inch 
for a year, as some have foolishly 
supposed. 

You cannot tell by taking a pro- 
phecy in Daniel and making a 
year mean a day, as many have 
tried to do. God Himself knows 
the difference between a day and 
a year. When He said day, He 
meant day. When He says year, 
He means year. But He never told 
when Christ would return. 


If anyone thinks he has a reve- 
lation from Heaven, an impres- 
sion, a leading of the Holy Spirit 
that tells him when Christ will 
return, he is dead wrong. God 
does not reveal that to anybody. 
The time of the Saviour’s com- 
ing is a tremendous surprise. It 
will be a glad surprise to those 
who look for Him, those who are 
saved and ready for His coming. 
It may be a sad surprise to oth- 
ers, but it will be a surprise. 


In the same chapter, in Matthew 
24:42-44 Jesus said again: 


“Watch therefore: for ye know 
not what hour your Lord doth 
come. But know this, that if the 
goodman of the house had known 
in what watch the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and 
would not have suffered his house 
to be broken up. Therefore be ye 
also ready: for in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh.” 


Again, the Saviour makes it 
clear that we do not know what 
hour the Saviour will return and 
that we ought to be always ready, 
“for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh.” 

In these two passages, Jesus told 
us that His coming would be as 
sudden and as unexpected as the 
flood in the days of Noah. Noah 
kept telling the people that a flood 
was coming. He told them so for 
one hundred and twenty years, but 
they did not believe him. Even 
when Noah and his family went 
into the ark and God shut the 
door, they did not believe the 
flood was coming. And it did not 
come yet for seven days (Gen. 
7:10). Poor, sinful, unsuspecting 
people continued eating, drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage 
until the very day that Noah en- 
tered into the ark, we are told 
(vs. 38 above). 

And, then, the Saviour tells us 
(vs. 43 above) that Christ’s com- 


—_ 


a house at night when all are 
asleep. 

In Matthew, chapter 25, Jesus 
gives the parable of the ten virgins 
going out to meet the bridegroom. 
We are told that “while the bride- 
groom tarried, they all slumbered 
and slept” (Matt. 25:5). They did 
not know just when he was com- 
ing. And at midnight, when the 
bridegroom came, they were sur- 
prised and some were not ready, 
for their lamps were gone out 
because they had no oil. Jesus 
gives the moral of that story in 
verse 13 in these words, “Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour wherein the 
Son of man cometh.” 

Again, in Mark 13:32-37, the 
Saviour gives strong warning that 
His coming will be unexpected, 
that no man can foretell the time, 
that all ought to earnestly watch. 
Jesus said: 


knoweth no man, no, not the an- 
gels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father. Take ye 
heed, watch and pray: for ye know 
not when the time is. For the Son 
of man is as a man taking a far 
journey, who left his house, and 
gave authority to his servants, 
and to every man his work, and 
commanded the porter to watch. 
Watch ye therefore: for ye know 
not when the master of the house 
cometh, at even, or at midnight, 
or at the cockcrowing, or in the 
morning: Lest coming suddenly he 
find you sleeping. And what I say 
unto you I say unto all, Watch.” 


not 
will re- 


The angels in Heaven do 
know when -the Saviour 
turn! 

Even the Son Himself, while He 
was here on earth and had pur- 
posely-limited knowledge, did not 
know when He would return. 
Doubtless, now in Heaven, the 
Saviour knows all that the Father 
knows and has been glorified with 
the glory He had with the Father 
before the world began, But if the 
perfect Saviour while on earth 
did not know of the time of His 
return, any other man who claims 
to know is presumptuous and ig- 
norant. He is mistaken. No one on 
earth knows when the Saviour 
will return. 

Jesus is like a man who has 
taken a long journey after giving 
clear orders to His servants. He 
does not tell them just when He 
is to return, but they are to be 
ready to receive Him whenever 
He comes. So we are commanded, 
“Watch ye therefore: for ye know 
not when the master of the house 
cometh, at even, or at midnight, 
or at the cockcrowing, or in the 
morning.”’ Oh, let us not be spirit- 
ually asleep! Let us watch for the 
coming of the Saviour! 


An old Civil War veteran of the 
Confederate Army tells how he 
got home to Mississippi after the 
long, sad years of war. He said, 


“After the war was over, a 
group of us boys from Mississippi 
struck out for home. We had no 
horses, almost no clothes, no 
shoes: our feet were bleeding and 
frost-bitten, tied up with gunny 
sacks. 

“Through a wrecked Southland, 
we trudged our way. Finally, we 
were within a few miles of home 
in ‘ole Mississippi,’ footsore, tired 
and weary.” 

The other gaunt soldiers wanted 
to lie down and sleep and go on 
the rest of the way in the morn- 
ing, but Bill said, “I am on famil- 
iar ground; just a few more miles 
and we will be home for break- 
fast.” 


The others said, 
tired; let’s sleep.” 

But Bill said, “No, I am going 
home, going to eat breakfast at 
home in the morning!” 

He left the group, dragged on 
through the night, and when the 
first break of day came, he stood 
on the last hill from home! He 
saw the smoke going up from the 
chimney where his mother was 
getting breakfast. 

He forgot he was tired, forgot 
his bleeding feet. He quickened 
his pace, ran, came to the foot of 
the hill, to the lane leading up to 
the house. His young brother, Jim, 
sitting on the rail fence, happened 
to look his way and saw him. 
Jim shouted to those in the house, 
“YONDER COMES BILLY! YON- 
DER COMES BILLY!” 

Out came father and mother 


“We are too 


ing will be as sudden and unex- 


pected as a thief who breaks into 


“But of that day and that hour] 


blacks together struck out down 
the long lane. They grabbed him, 
hugged him, carried him up to the 


bathed him and gave him clean 
clothes. And all together shouted - 
and laughed and praised God for 
Billy’s homecoming! 

Well, Jesus’ coming for His own 
will be as unexpected as that. 
When we hear the glad shout, 
“Behold, the bridegroom cometh; 
go ye out to meet him,” it will 
be a glad surprise. Like a sweet- 
heart who has so long looked for 
the homecoming of her soldier and 
finds him suddenly come and 
knocking on her door, so will the 
saints of God meet our Saviour, 
our Beloved, our Redeemer, our 
King! 

The Saviour taught us all to 
pray, “Thy kingdom come.” Sure- 
ly, that means that we should be 
looking for the King. And when 
the beloved John had written the 
book of Revelation, closing the 
canon of Scripture, Revelation 22: 
20, the very last verse in the Bi- 
ble except the closing salutation, 
says, “He which testifieth these 
things saith, Surely I come quick- 
ly.” And the beloved John was 
allowed to add his own glad cry, 
“Amen. Even so, come, Lord Je- 
sus’! Oh, it is the cry of my heart 
today! 


It may be at morn, when the day is 
awaking. 

When sunlight through darkness and 
shadow is breaking. 

That Jesus will come in the fullness of 
glory, 

To receive from the world “His 
own,” 


It may be at midday, 
twilight, 

It may be perchance, that the black- 
ness Of midnight 


it may be at 


Will burst into light in the blaze of 
His glory, 
When Jesus receives ‘‘His own.”’ 
While its hosts cry Hosanna, from 


heaven descending. 


With glorified saints and the angels 
attending. 
With grace on His brow, like a halo 
of glory, 
Will Jesus receive ‘‘His own.”’ 


Oh, joy! oh, delight! 
without dving, 
No sickness, no sadness, 
and no crving, 
Caught up through the clouds with our 
Lord into glory, 
When Jesus receives 


should we e290 


no dread 


“His own.” 


O Lord Jesus, how lIdng, how long 
Ere we shout the glad song, 
Christ returneth! Hallelujah! Hallelu- 


jah! Amen, 
Hallelujah! Amen, 
II. A Glorious Resurrection 
There are many reasons for 


Christians to look forward to the 
coming of the Saviour. And one 
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of them is that death will be for- 
ever conquered for the Christian, 
and the graves will give up their 
sainted dead! 

Very early death became a real- 
jty to me. When I was about five 
years old, my baby brother, little 
Porter, died and left us. Although 
she had four others, my mother 
grieved and grieved, and in a few 
short months, she, too, lay on her 
deathbed. There, in a vision, she 
saw with glad eyes the Saviour 
and her baby. She had my cousin 
sing, “How Firm a Foundation.” 
We wept while she rejoiced. Then, 
we promised to meet her in Hea- 
ven, and she closed her tired eyes, 
crossed her thin hands upon her 
breast and smiled and fell asleep. 


I remember the November day 
when we laid her body away. My 
father knelt beside the open grave. 
There was no white muslin to hide 
the raw dirt of the grave—like a 
wound in the earth. No fake, man- 
made carpet of grass was thrown 
over the clods. My father put one 
arm around his two little orphan 
girls, and one around his two lit- 
tle boys, and watched as they 
lowered the precious body in its 
dark casket into the bosom of 
mother earth. The rain beat down 
upon us, and a friendly neighbor 
woman held an umbrella over our 
heads. O, death! death! DEATH! 
All the years my lonely heart has 
known the reality of death. 

Years later, I was preaching in a 
revival campaign in Louisiana 
when a telegram brought me word 
that Papa had had a stroke and 
that I must come at once if I hoped 
to see him alive. The long night 
on the train I listened to the rails 
clicking under my head and faced 
the fact that I would soon be 
without my father. He lived about 
two years, by God’s blessing, and 
then he went home to be with the 
Lord. 


As a pastor and radio minister, 
T have been called to preach many 
funerals. I have thus stood by 
many a deathbed. I have said what 
words I could to comfort sorrow- 
ing loved ones. And the best thing 
I ever found in the Word of God to 
comfort bereaved hearts is this 
truth: when Jesus comes, the 
graves will give up their dead! 

In I Thessalonians 4:13-18 are 
these comforting words: 


“But I would not have you to be 


where is thy victory? The sting of 
death is sin; and the strength of 
sin is the law. But thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


When the trumpet sounds at the 
Saviour’s coming in the air to re- 
ceive us, the resurrection of the 
sleeping bodies of all the Chris- 
tians of all ages will take place 
“in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye.” Corruption must put 
on incorruption! Mortal bodies 
must become immortal! The poor, 
decaying bodies that have crum- 
bled back to dust will be reas- 
sembled by the mighty power of 
God. The spirits of these departed 
saints will return with Jesus and 
enter into these new, resurrected 
bodies. They will be glorious bod- 
ies. They will be bodies never to 
be sick, never to be weak, never 
to have pain, and never, never to 
die! 

Do not fret when you remem- 
ber that the bodies of some saints 
may have been dissolved in the 
waters of the seven seas, or that 
other bodies have been burned 
and the gases have been wafted 
by breezes of the illimitable air 
and only a handful of ashes re- 
maining may have been sprinkled 
in a flowing stream. Never mind; 
the God who made all things and 
made man from the dust of the 
earth in His own image knows 
how to make again the bodies of 
the Christian dead. And they will 
be new bodies, glorious bodies 
without taint, without sickness, 
without weakness and without the 
germs or frailty of mortality. 


Oh, the glorious hosts that will 
rise from the cemeteries of the 
world! Oh, the armies of saints 
who will assemble from the battle- 
fields and plague spots of the 
world! Oh, the joyful redeemed 
gathering from the bosom of the 
sea! The dead in Christ shall rise! 
Their spirits will return from 
Heaven to enter into glorified 
bodies, and these bodies will be 
caught up to meet the Saviour in 
the air. 


All of us, 
wise or good, have the seeds of 
death in our bodies. We live in a 
dying world. It is said that Alex- 
ander the Great, world-wide con- 
queror at thirty, had a court fool 
to whisper again and again in his 
ear, “‘Alexander, thou art mortal!” 


iqnorant, brethren, 


have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in 


For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord. that we which 
are aliwe and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not pre- 
vent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall 
ae ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with 
these words.” 


When Jesus comes in the air to 


receive His saints, what is the 
first thing that will happen? 
Why, beloved friend, then “the 


Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: AND THE 
DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE 
FIRST.” 


The same blessed and comfort- 
ing truth is taught in I Corinthi- 
ans 15:51-57, as follows: 


“Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall. not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, In a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump: for the trumpet shall 
-sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this mor- 
tal must: put on immortality. So 
qhen this corruptible shall hawe 
put on incorruption, and this mor- 
tal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, 


concerning | 
them which are asleep, that ye) ander knew that all men are mor- 
. } 

sorrow not, even as others which|tal) and that “the paths of glory 
‘lead but to the grave,” then he 
'was not a fool but a Wise man. 
|For we are no sooner born than 
: Y “4 5) > ; . . 

Jesus will God bi ing U ith him. we begin to die. Even in the vears 


But if the court jester of Alex- 


i 
| 
i 


|of seeming health our bones are 
|'growing brittle, the exuberant 
strength begins to lessen, the hair 


however young or|-- 


We shall not all sleep, but 


shall be changed.” 


glorified bodies. 


of our bodies. 


Spirit that dwelleth in you.” 


are Christians. 


in you.” 
Oh, how 


awaits our created bodies: 


of him 


' P . 
| begins to thin or turn gray, the 
‘eyes grow slowly dim; death slow- 
|ly approaches. 


With some melancholy I realize 
that I am not physically the man 
I once was. I could not now ride 
bucking bronecs, nor play out the 
full four quarters of a college 
football game, nor lift nine hun- 
dred pounds, nor chin myself fif- 
teen times on a bar. My eyes 
need glasses; I must watch my 
diet; I cannot miss a night’s sleep 
without paying a price. I am only 
sixty-one, but I have in my body 
the sentence of death. 

But Oh, the physical slowing 
down of the years is little com- 
pared with the awful evidences 
of sin in me. People die because 
of sin. And every day I am con- 
scious of the self-will, of the wick- 
ed disinterest in God and in the 
Bible and prayer, of the concern 
about worldly things and the little 
interest in eternal things! Like 
Paul, I have wept many times, 
finding that “in me (that is, in 
my flesh,) dwelleth no_ good 
thing,” and that “when I would 
do good, evil is present with me,” 
and “So then with the mind I 
myself serve. the law of God; but 
with the flesh the law of sin” 
(Rom. 7:18, 21, 25). Like Paul, I 


[. am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?” 


_ Well, bless God, when Jesus 
comes, I shall be delivered from 
the body of this death. When Je- 
sus comes, the resurrection fact 
and promise is not only for the 
Christian dead; it is for the Chris- 


cry out, “O wretched man that! 


from 


travaileth 


selves groan within 


thank God, “the creature 


bondage of corruption 


selves groan 


get that when Jesus comes. 


ious passage 


to 57: 


tians living! 


First Corinthians 15:51, 52 says: 
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; 


shall all be changed, In a m™o- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and wej|graves from whence our loved 


When the Christian dead are 
raised, then the Christian living 
shall be changed. We will get the 
same kind of bodies they get! As 
they will be done with sickness, 
done with weakness, done with 
sinning and done with dying, so, 
blessed be God, shall~we! In one 
glad and glorious moment of time, 
when Jesus comes and the shout 
is heard and the trumpet is blown, 
yea, even “in a moment, in the|sweet sense of the perfect holi- 
twinkling of an eye,” all of ~us|ness for which earnest Christians 
who have been converted, whoj|have long sought! 
have been saved and who are yet|finished for the Christian, 
alive when Jesus comes, will be|death will be finished, 
changed and given resurrection, 


body is dead because of sin; but 


Even God’s own 
saints on earth have the sentence! changed.” 
of death upon our bodies, because 
we are still sinners. We are sin- 
ners forgiven, sinners saved; but 
the sentence of death is on our 
bodies because of our sin. But we 
also have’*the Holy Spirit within 
us. And this Holy Spirit who lives 
in the bodies of Christians is the 
One who will suddenly change us 
and miraculously make our bodies 
perfect, sinless, holy, when Jesus 
comes. The same Holy Spirit that 
“raised up Jesus from the dead 
. Shall also quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth 


spiritually-minded 
Christians long for that day when |. Joy! oh, delight! should we go 
we will sin no more! And Romans 
8:19-23 tells us of the glory that 


“For the earnest expectation of 
the creature waiteth for the mani- 
festation of the sons of God. For 
the creature was made subject to 
vanity, not willingly, but by reason 
who hath subjected the 
same im hope. Because the crea- 
ture itself also shall be delivered 
the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. For we know that 
the whole creation groaneth and 
in pain together until 
now. And not only they, but our- 
selves also, which have the first- 
fruits of the Spirit, even we our- 
ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body.” 


You see that our created bodies » 
were made subject to vanity. But | Changed. 
itself 
also shall be delivered from the 
into the 
glorious liberty of the children of 
God.”’ Christians now have saved 
souls. One day we will also have 
saved bodies! We have now “the 
firstfruits of the Spirit,” but well- 
taught Christians “even we our- 
within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body.” 


Now, my soul is saved. I am 
still waiting for the redemption 
or salvation of my body. I will 


Turning back again to that glor- 
in I Corinthians, 
chapter 15, we read in verses 54 


“So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this 


tality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory. 
O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory? The 
sting of death is sin; ond the 
strength of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us 


the victory through our Lord Jde- 
sus Christ.” 


That, for the Christian, is the 
end of death! Then we can shout, 
“© death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory?’ We 
can rejoice over all the empty 


ones and the blessed dead will be 
risen. And we can rejoice over our 
own old nature and corruptible 
body which will have been also 
changed and glorified. And not un- 
til then can we cry, “O death, 
where is thy sting?” for verse 56 
tells us, “The sting of death is 
sin” and none of us will be alto- 
gether done with sin until Jesus 
comes. Then, what a shouting time 
of praises! Then, what glad tears 
of eternal rejoicing! Then, what 


When sin is 
then 
too, at 
the return of Christ. 


That glorious victory over death 


Romans 8:10, 11 explains this|is headed up in Romans 16:20, 
precious hope of the glorification | “And the God of peace shall bruise 


Satan under your feet shortly.” 
That refers to the second coming 


“And if Christ be in you, the|of Christ. Did not God promise 
in Genesis 3:15 that the seed of 
the Spirit is life because of right-|the woman should bruise the ser- 
eousness. But if the Spirit of him|penht’s head? And that did not hap- 
that raised up Jesus from the|pen at the crucifixion. Then, Sa- 
dead dwell in you, he that raised|tan bruised the heel of the Seed 
up Christ from the dead shall also|of the woman, Christ. But when 
quicken your mortal bodies by his| Christ shall come the second time, 
then the God of peace will bruise 


Satan under our feet. O, thank 


Those of us who are saved have | God, the promise says that it shall 
Christ within us, in the presence} be shortly! In I Corinthians 15:51 
of His Holy Spirit. Our bodies are! are two blessed lessons for us. Let 
dead because of sin, even though us read that verse again, “Behold, 
we are born again, even though we/|I shew you a mystery; We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be 


Perhaps, 


saint in these words: 


without dying, 
and no crying, 


our Lord into glory, 
When Jesus receives ‘“‘His own.”’ 


blessed fact, nevertheless, 


fully, 
look for Jesus to come! 


works lest any man 


First, it is quite clear that some 
Christians will never die. The Bi- 
ble does not teach Christians to 
look forward to death but rather 
to look forward to the coming of 
the Saviour which may come at 
any moment and deliver us for- 
ever from the prospect of death. 
some now living may 
never die. If Jesus comes today, 
God’s saints, those converted and 
saved, will be caught up to meet 
Christ in the air, changed in a 
moment without dying. The song 
puts that happy aspiration of a 


No sickness, no sadness, no dread 


Caught up» through the clouds with 


False cults have seized on this 
truth and have sometimes made 
it odious by connecting it with 
unscriptural teaching. But it is a 
that 
many Christians will never die. 
Those of us who are alive when 
Jesus comes will be changed in- 
stantly and caught up to meet 
Christ in the air along with those 
raised from the graves. How joy- 
then, Christians ought to 


And the second truth taught in 
I Corinthians 15 is that there will 
be no split rapture, no division of 
the saved when Jesus comes. “We 
shall not all sleep’; no, we will 
not all die, “but we shall ALL be 
Some people have 
thought that only Christians who 
are filled with the Spirit, or only 
those who are sinless and perfect, 
“wholly sanctified,” as some peo- 
ple say, will be caught up to meet 
Christ at the rapture. But that is 
not the teaching of the Bible. The 
Bible teaching is that the glorifi- 
cation of our bodies was bought 
on the cross. It is a part of sal- 
vation of our souls. It is “not of 
should 
boast.” And we do not deserve 
“the adoption, to wit, the redemp- 
tion of our body’’ which Romans 
8:23 says will take place when 
Jesus comes. We do not deserve 
it, but it is a part of salvation, 
a salvation wholly of grace, pur- 
chased by the blood of Jesus 
Christ for us who trust in Him. 
So, the Scripture says, “we shall 
ALL be changed.” Every one of 
the converted, born-again people 
mortal shall have put on immor-|whose bodies are in the graves 
will be changed, glorified and giv- 
en resurrection bodies in that mo-" 
ment when Jesus comes, And like- 
wise every living person who has 
been converted, who has trusted 
in this Saviour for redemption and 
everlasting life, will be changed. 


the Christian dead who will miss 
the resurrection. Not a word is 
said about any of the Christians 
living who will miss that glorious 
change. When Christ comes to re- 
ceive His bride, He will not take 
an arm and a leg and a handful 
of hair, but He will take His en- 
tire bride, all of the born-again 
saints. Someone has well said that 
it will be a rapture, not a rupture; 
of God’s children. Oh, the glorious 
resurrection when Jesus comes! 


III, A Grand Reunion 


When Jesus comes, then we will 
be united with all those we have 
loved and lost a while. First Thes- 
salonians 4:16, 17 says: 


“For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alwe and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord.” 


Note that blessed promise that 
“we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up TOGETHER 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air.’”’ We who will 
be found living and suddenly 
changed, with glorified bodies 
when Jesus comes, will be caught 
up together with the Christian 
dead who were raised, and togeth- 
er we will meet the Saviour, and 
He will take us to our Father’s 
house. 


Many a funeral will be broken 
up when the Saviour comes. The 
first one to be affected will be 
the corpse for “the dead in Christ 
will rise first.” Then, the mourn- 
ers who are Christians will be 
changed in an instant and caught 
up with the one whom they 
mourned over; and all alike, if 
they are God’s children, will, unit- 
ed, meet the Saviour. Yes, it will 
be a grand reunion for God's 
children when Jesus comes! 

The teaching of the second com- 
ing of Christ is the greatest com- 
fort a child of God can find in 
the Bible when parting with loved 
ones and laying away the bodies 
of our beloved dead, whose bodies 
have fallen asleep, and who, them- 
selves, have gone to be with 
Christ. I have already mentioned 
that in I Thessalonians 4:16, 17, 
the Holy Spirit reminds us that 
we “shall be caught up together” 
with the Christian dead, to meet 
the Lord in the air. The verses 
preceding show that the Holy 
Spirit dictated these words to 
comfort the bereaved who have 
been parted from their loved ones. 
Verses 13 to 15 say: 


“But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him. 
For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not pre- 
vent them which are asleep.”— 
(I Thess. 4:13-15). 


Too many Christians, when they 
come to a funeral, do not act like 
Christians. There are too many 
people who, under the stress of 
parting with loved ones on the 
deathbed and in the cemetery, 
act as if the Bible were a lie and 
as if Jesus would never come. 
Oh, dear Christian, do not be ig- 
norant concerning them which are 
asleep, and do not sorrow as oth- 
ers which have no hope! For God 
who remembers you will not for- 
get our beloved ones whose bodies 
lie in graves that are marked by 
our fast withering flowers and 
often watered with the tears of 
our loneliness and sorrow. Blessed 
be God, we shall see them again! 
And then, after the blessed prom- 
ise that we shall be caught up 
TOGETHER, I Thessalonians 4:18 
says, “Wherefore comfort one an- 
other with these words.” With 
Christian people who have lost a 
Christian loved one, ministers 
ought often use this blessed Scrip- 
ture, I Thessalonians 4:13-18, 
which is particularly written for 
this sweet comfort. 

A few years ago I had a letter 
from Evangelist Mel Trotter, the 
founder and director of the fam- 


!Not a word is said about any of 
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- J + 


Oe 


-- | Rm mw FF Ae 


a 


“3 


Friday, Septembet 20, 1957 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Eleven 


What Will Happen When Jesus Comes? 


(Continued from page 10) 


ous rescue mission in Grand Ra- 
pids now called by his name. He 
wanted me, he said, to come and 
preach in that great rescue mis- 
sion where so many thousands 
had been saved. Well, it was not 
jong thereafter when I went to 
Grand Rapids to preach in the Mel 
Trotter Mission, at the invita- 
tion of the mission, the Maranatha 
Fellowship of Christian Business 
Men, and the Christian Endeavors 
of the city. I preached in the mis- 
sion for two weeks, and on Easter 
Sunday we had two great services 
in the big city auditorium. But 
Mel Trotter was not there. Al- 
ready he had gone to be with 
the Lord. 


I walked reverently into the of- 
fice where Mel Trotter had plan- 
ned and prayed and studied and 
directed the activities of this mis- 
sion and from which he had gone 
out to hold great revival cam- 
paigns over America, to organize 
other rescue missions, and to win 
tens of thousands of souls. And on 
the wall of the office that had be- 
longed to Mel Trotter, now in 
Heaven, I saw a motto with these 
words, as I recall them: “Chris- 
tians Never Say Goodbye for the 
Last Time.” 


And that is truth, blessed truth! 
I often have revival campaigns 
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where my heart is knit to the 
heart of some brother and I long 
to have further fellowship, but 
the time comes soon to part. Or 
new converts cling to me, as to a 
spiritual father, and I love them 
and brood over them and weep 
over them and pray for them! 
But God calls, and I must go up 
and down the land to win other 
precious souls. 


Some time ago as J. Stratton 


-Shufelt and I closed a great union 


revival campaign in Huntington, 
West Virginia, with a “New Con- 
verts’ Night” on Monday, our 
hearts were all glad with the bless- 
ing of God. They had given us 
gifts in token of their love. When 
the service closed they sang, 
“Goodbye, and we'll be praying for 
you.” Our eyes were all misty. 
And for an hour and more, they 
gathered around and thanked God 
for blessings received during the 
campaign. Our voices were not 
quite steady, and tears, half glad 
and half sad, welled up from our 
hearts as we shook hands, gave 
parting counsel and rushed away 
to the train. Goodbye! GOODBYE! 
It is a word I have to say again 
and again and again and again! 
Goodbye is a word for this world 
and fits all the fleeting, changing 
patterns of our lives; but, praise 
the Lord, it will not be all good- 
byes in Heaven! When Jesus 
comes, there will be a grand re- 
union, and the saints of God will 
rejoice in the fellowship of all the 
redeemed. 


I leave my family at Wheaton 
and tell them goodbye as I rush 
to catch a train to a revival en- 
gagement. Often when I get to 
Chicago, twenty-five miles away, 
and have my bags on the train, I 
call back to Wheaton to say good- 
bye again and to give some part- 
ing counsel or words of love. How 
grand it will be when the good- 
byes are done when Jesus comes! 


Some years ago I stood by the 
grave of my mother in a little 
country cemetery at Callisburg, 
Texas, in Cooke County. I talked 
to my mother as if she could hear 
me, and I think she could. I have 
no doubt that she knows about 
the long hungry years I have spent 
without her. And I said, “Moth- 
er, it won’t be long until I will 
see you again, for Jesus is coming. 
You will come back to this body, 
and it will be raised and glorified; 
I will be changed, and together 
with all our loved ones we will 
meet the Lord in the air and ever 
be with the Lord.” 

Yes, I will see my mother again. 
And she will have a real body of 
flesh and blood and bones. I will 
feel her arms around me again 
and her hands upon my face. She 
will not be wan and pale as she 
was when I told her goodbye many 
years ago; no, she will be glow- 
ing with health and beauty, like 
a bride, I believe. I think her hair 
will be as long and black as it 
was the day she left us. But in 
every detail she will be real. and 
will be my mother, and we will 
love one another. She gave me to 
God when I was born, called me 
her preacher boy and prayed that 
I might preach. In that glad day 
when Jesus comes, I will make my 
report! 

Over six hundfed people have 
written the first ten months of 
the year this is written to tell me 
they have trusted Christ as Sav- 
iour through my books and pamph- 
lets and through the SworRD OF THE 
Lorp. I have never seen any of 
them. Wouldn’t it be good to see 
every one of them? Wouldn’t it be 
good to have them tell the happy 
story of how they were led to 
trust in Christ and find peace and 
joy? Well, when Jesus comes, I 
will meet them, every one. My! 
what a handshaking time we will 
have! When they come in from 
fhe North and the East and the 
South and the West and sit down 
with Abraham and Isaac and Ja- 
cob in the kingdom of God, how 
glad I will be to greet those who 
eome from all over Texas, from 
Oklahoma City, from Denver, from 
Phoenix, from Los Angeles, from 
Chicago, from Binghamton, from 
Huntington, West Virginia, from 
Elmira, New York, from Philadel- 
~hia, and from scores of other 
nlaces where I have had revival 
services and where God has saved 
sinners. Oh, what a reunion! 


And best of all, we will see the 


Saviour Himself, the One whom 
having not seen we love. And when 
I see Him, if He smiles and if 
He can say that I have been faith- 
ful even in a few things, oh, how 
happy the day! 


IV. A Grievous Separation 


We have rejoiced in the hope 
of seeing our loved ones again 
when Jesus comes. But now, in 
honesty, I must say that the com- 
ing of Christ will also mean a 
grievous separation. Some fathers 
and mothers will be separated for- 
ever from their children. Some 
wives will be separated forever 
from their husbands. The saved 
will. be separated from the un- 
saved. 


This seems to be the special 
teaching of our Saviour in Luke 
17 :24-36: 


“For as the lightning, that light- 
eneth out of the one part under 
heaven, shineth unto the other 
part under heaven; so shall also 
the Son of man be in his day. But 
first must he suffer many things, 
and be rejected of this genera- 
tion. And as it was in the days 


of Noe, so shall it. be also in the 


days of the Son 
did eat, they drank, they mar- 
red wives, they were given in 
marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, and the 
flood came, and destroyed them 
aul. Likewise also as it was in 
the days of Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold. 
they planted, they builded; But 
the same day that Lot went out 
of Sodom it rained fire and brim- 
stone from heawen, and destroyed 
them all. Even thus shall it be in 
the day when the Son of man is 
revealed. In that day, he which 
Shall be upon the houseton, and 
his stuff in the house, let him 
not come down to take it away: 
and he-that is in the field, let 
him likewise not return back. Re- 
member Lot’s wife. Whosoever 
shall seek to save his life shall 
lose it; and whosoever shall lose 
his life shall preserve it. I tell vou, 
in that night there shall be two 
men in one bed; the one shall be 
taken, and the other shall be left. 
Two women shall be grinding to- 
gether; the one shall be taken. 
and the other left. Two men shall 
be in the- field; the one shall be 
taken, and the other left.” 


of man. They 


Some think this warning does 
not refer to the time when Je- 
sus shall come for His saints, but 
rather to Christ’s later return to 
reign visibly, personally on the 
earth. But a comparison with 
what Jesus said in Matthew 24:36- 
44 shows that Jesus used much the 
same language. And there, the 
warning was repeated, “Watch 
therefore: for ye know not what 
hour your Lord doth come.” And 
“therefore be ye also ready: for 
in such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of man cometh.” 


Jesus said that at His second 
coming it would be “as it Was in 
the days of Noe” (Luke 17:26). 
God took Noah, his wife and his 
three sons and their wives out of 
the wicked civilization of his day 
and put them into the ark alone 
and shut the door. The rest of 
the world was left behind and soon 
was utterly destroyed. So when 
Jesus comes, He will take away 
His saved ones out of this wicked 
world, and the unconverted will 
be left behind. 


Then, Jesus says that when He 
returns for His saints it will be 
“as it was in the days of Lot;” 
and “but the same day that Lot 
went out of Sodom it rained fire 
and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all. Even thus 
shall it be in the day when the 
Son of man is revealed.’ Lot and 
his wife and two daughters were 


rescued out of Sodom, led by 
God’s angels. That was a _ sad 
separation, for Lot’s married 


daughters and his sons-in-law who 
would not hear his entreaties were 
left in Sodom to be destroyed in 
the fire and brimstone. The wick- 
ed men of Sodom, licentious and 
unbelieving, who would not hear 
Lot, were left behind and de- 
stroyed. So it will be, the Saviour 
says, when He comes again. God’s 
saints will be taken out of the 
Sodom of this world. The saved 
will be taken, and the unsaved will 
be left. 


Then, Jesus gave the solemn 
admonition, “Remember  Lot’s 
wife.” Lot's wife started out of 


| able 


Sodom. But her heart was back 
in the wicked city. She first ling- 
ered and then looked back and’ 
was turned to a pillar of salt. 
She could have escaped, but she 
did not. 


Many a poor sinner who reads 
this is disturbed, is convicted and 
feels the need of Christ and salva- 
tion, no doubt. Many of you, per- 
haps, long to be with the Saviour 
and with your loved ones when 


‘Jesus comes. But you hesitate. 


You are not ready to give up your 
sins. -You linger, like Lot’s wife. 
Alas, if you do not hasten and 
settle the matter by trusting in 
Christ as Saviour, depending on 
Him for salvation, you will be 
left behind when Jesus comes, as 
Lot’s wife was left behind. 


Jesus said, “In that night there 
shall be two men in one bed: the 
one shall be taken, and the other 
shall be left.” In some parts of 
the earth, it will be night when 
Jesus comes. And the grievous 
separation will take place even in 
one bed, often-times! The word 
men is not in the original Greek. 
The Scripture simply says, “There 
shall be two in one bed: the one 
shall be taken, the other 


; 
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| 


| 


left.”| he could now be saved 


than he. No one then thought it 
was funny, but all of us stood and” 
wept as we watched the tragic 
drama. Soon she was weeping with 
a broken heart, pleading that God 
might save her, that she might 
not be left behind. 


That moving service continued 
on past the noontime as Christians 
left the big platform to plead with 
unsaved friends in the audience. 
When one would accept Christ as 
Saviour, he would take his place 
with the Christians on the plat- 
form and then motion, with tears, 
and call to loved ones to come, 
too, and not bé left behind when 
Jesus came. 

When the services were over— 
past 1:00 p. m., I suppose, we 
stood about the well, talking about 
the great visitation from Heaven 
God had given in the morning ser- 
vice, and I felt someone timidly 
pluck my sleeve. I turned, and 
there was a fourteen-year-old boy 
with eyes filled with tears, and he 
said, “John, is it too late for me 
to be saved?” How glad he was 
when I explained that the Saviour 
had not yet come, that the sepa- 
ration had not yet taken place and 
and be 


They may be brothers; they may | ready to go when Jesus came! 


be husband and wife. One will be 


In a Fort Worth. Texas. church 


taken to Heaven, and the other | one night, people sat in the dark- 
will be left for the torments of | ened auditorium with a light only 


tribulation and eventual 
tion. 

Jesus said, “Two women shall 
be grinding together; the one shall 
be taken, and the other left.” 
Leave out the word women. On 
some parts of the earth, it will 
be morning when Jesus comes, 
with women grinding at the mill. 
There will be a grievous separa- 
tion, an instant separation be- 
tween the saved and the lost. 
Christians will be taken. The un- 
converted will be left. 


destruc- 


Jesus said, 
in the field; the one shall be 
taken, and the other left.” It will 
be midday in some parts of the 


earth when Jesus comes. And 
workers in the field will be di- 
vided. The saved will be taken: 


the lost will be left! Oh, what a 
grievous separation when Jesus 
comes! In homes, in schools, in 
business, even in the churches, 
some will be taken away because 
they are saved, born-again Chris- 
tians who have trusted Christ for 
salvation, and others will be left 
because they have not been born 
again. 

That is the meaning of the par- 
of the ten. virgins as given 


lin the baptistery, waiting for the 


baptizing of several new converts. 
As I passed through the darkened 
auditorium, a woman caught me 
by the arm and stopped me; I 


turned and found her weeping. 
She said, 
“Brother Rice, do you believe 


that Jesus is going to come soon?” 


“I do not know when He will 


| come,” l said. “but I know that it 


| may be very, very soon.” 


“Two men shall be'| 


' 
| 


| 


in Matthewe 25:1-13 where we are | 


told of ten bridesmaids who went 
out to meet the bridegroom. Scme 
were wise, carrying vessels of oil 


with their torches or wicks. Oth- | the alr, 


ers were foolish, having no oil. 
The bridegroom delayed and then 
came at midnight when ail were 
sleeping. To their dismay, 
foolish virgins found their lamps 
gone out; and when they went to 
buy, they were left behind. They 
that were ready went in to the 
marriage, and the door was shut. 
Afterwards the poor, foolish vir- 
gins could not get in to the mar- 
riage. And so it shall 
Jesus comes, Those who do not 


have the oil, that is, those who | after 


have not been born of the Holy 
Spirit, 
Spirit of God has not come into 
your heart to change your heart, 
to dwell in your body and make 
you a child of God, a new crea- 
tion, then you are not saved. If 
Jesus should come today, then you 
would be left behind. 

Years ago I attended a tent 
meeting at Holiday, Texas. On a 
weekday morning, the Rev. W. B. 
Holland asked all who were born 
again and ready for the coming 
of Christ and the rapture to leave 
their seats and crowd onto the big 
platform. He honestly urged the 
unconverted to stay in their seats, 
since he wished to illustrate the 
great separation that would come 
one day when Christ would receive 
His own born-again ones into the 
air and take them to the mansions 
prepared in the Father’s house 
for their. honeymoon in Heaven 
with the Bridegroom. I remember 


that the separation was real and 


awesome. One Christian man 
started to go to the platform and 
then came back to plead with his 
wife to go with him. She refused, 
and he began to weep. He caught 
her by the hand and tried to pull 
her to the platform, and then 
weeping, sought to lift her in his 
arms and carry her to the plat- 
form, although she was larger 


“That is what I am afraid of!” 


She said. “I have heard you 
preaching, and other preachers, 
and I am convinced that Jesus 


may come soon. Oh, that is what 
l am afraid of!’ 

“But, I thought you were a 
Christian?” I said. “Why should 
you be afraid for Jesus to come? 
Aren't you ready?” 

“Yes, I am saved,” she said, “but 
my husband is not; and oh, I’m 
afraid. Jesus will come soon and 
he will be left behind and 1 will 
never see him again!” 

Dear friends, a grievous separa- 


tion is coming. If you are not 
saved, I warn you now you will 
one day find that mother, wife, 
sweetheart, brother, sister, friend 


all the converted, born-again 
Christians—-will be suddenly, in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an 


'eye, caught up to meet Christ in 


| 


| 
| 


' 


| 


and you will be left be- 
hind! That will be the darkest 
time of trouble this world has 
ever seen. Wars such as we have 


the | never dreamed of will take place. 


There will be famines, pestilence, 
earthquakes; men’s liberties will 
be taken away by dictators, and 
all who do not take the mark of 
the man of sin will not be allowed 
either to buy or sell, and any who 
are converted will be put to death. 


be when! The most tragic time in all the 


world’s history will take place 
Jesus takes away all His 


own. Think of living in a world 


will be left behind. If the | Without a single saved person in 


it! Think of living in a world with- 
out a single sincere, saved preach- 
er. Think of trying to do business 
where not a single businessman 


‘in the world is a Christian. Think 


of trying to get help for your poor 
lost soul when all of God’s people 
are gone! That is the dark situa- 
tion you and every poor lost sin- 
ner will face the day when Jesus 
comes: when the trumpet sounds, 
when the dead in Christ rise, when 
the Christians living are immedi- 
ately changed and caught up with 
the resurrected Christians to 
meet Christ in the air. Oh, dear 
lost sinner, I beg you in Christ’s 
name, repent and be saved and be 
ready to go when Jesus comes! 
And Christian friend, are your 
loved ones saved? How can you 
rest when your family may be di- 
vided forever today or tomorrow 
or at any moment? How can you 
be unconcerned when you have 
loved ones unsaved who are cer- 
tain to be left behind when Jesus 
comes, if they are not won soon? 
The second coming of Christ is 
one of the greatest incentives in 
the world for soul winning. And 
how sorry you will be if you neg- 
lect your opportunities now and 
weep later in Heaven for loved 
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What Will Happen When Jesus Comes? 


(Continued from page 11) 
hehind forever because 
not saved, 


lett 
were 


ones 
they 

Have you wondered why Christ 
delays His coming? The reason is 
given in II Peter 3:9. “The Lord 
is not slack concerning his prom- 
as some men count slackness; 


or 


ise, 

but is long-suffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should per- 
ish, but that all should come to 
repentance.” Christ is not slack | 
concerning His promise to come 
again and receive His own, But, 
oh, His tender heart longs for 
others to be saved, and the only 
reason for His delay is that He is 


not willing that any should perish. 


- 


'servants, “Well done, thou good 
'and faithful servant: thou hast 
‘been faithful over a few things, 
[ will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy 
of thy lord” (Matthew 25:21, 23). 
Because His hearers “thought 
that the kingdom of God should 
immediately appear,” Jesus gave 
| the parable of the pounds in Luke 
19:11-27. There, Jesus pictures 


|Himself as a nobleman gone into 
Y far country to receive for him- 
elf a kingdom, “and to return.” 


bleman demands an accounting of 


ten servants. The first ser- 


P And there, too, the returning no- 
| 
| his 


Dear sinner, Jesus is waiting to| vant, whose pound had gained ten 
let you in. Jesus is waiting for | pounds, was told, “Well, thou 
sinners like you to be saved. 8 sood servant: because thou hast 
Then, today, repent of your sins,| been faithful in a very little, have 
trust Christ as your Saviour, give | thou authority over ten cities” 
Him vour heart. Then, you will | (Luke 19:17): and to the second 
be ready to go with your loved | ihe said, “Be thou also over five 
ones when Jesus comes, and you | | cities.” The clear meaning is that 
will miss the grievous separation. | when Jesus comes to take His own 
to Him, we are to be rewarded 

V. The Grave Accounting ‘for our faithful work. And that 
por ard, at least partly, is to be 

But the story is not all told. in helping Christ reign. No doubt 
When Jesus comes, when the| oy, brief honeymoon in Heaven 
Christian dead are raised and the is a time of getting ready for the 
Christian living are changed and return of Christ, with His saints, 
are all together caught up in the|t¢ 9 rule on David's throne on the 
air to meet Jesus and taken to earth. as the angel Gabriel prom- 
the Father’s house of many man- ised that He should do (Luke 1:32, 
sions, there will be a great ac- 33) In Revelation 2:26, 27, the 


counting. Christians, when they 
meet their Lord, must give an ac- 
count of their deeds. 

In Revelation 22:12, we have the 
combined promise and warning of 


Lord Jesus promises, “And he that 
overcometh, and keepeth my 
works unto the end, to him will 


I give. power over the nations: 


| And he shall rule them with a rod 


of 


the Saviour. “‘And, behold, 1 come 
quickly; and my reward is with | 
me, to give every man according 


Le 


as his work shall be. 

When comes, 
be rewards to give out. And those 
rewards will be different. Christ 
will reward Christians according 
to their works. 

In Matthew 24, 
iour plainly said, “Watch there- 
fore: for know not what hour 
your Lord doth come” (verse 42), 
and again, “Therefore be ye also 
ready: for in such an hour as ye 
think not the Son of man com- 
eth’ (verse. 44), there follows this | 


striking passage: 


there will 


Jesus 


after the Sav- 


5 
Ye 
m 


| 
j 


| 
| 


| then, 


| 


len 


aise servant. 

wide ruler over his household, to | 
give them meat in due season? 
Blessed is that servant, whom his | 
lord when he cometh shall find 
so doing. Verily I say unto you, 
That he shall make him ruler 

over all his goods. But and if that 


evil servant shall say in his heart, 


M Lord delayeth his coming; 

And shall begin to smite his fel- | 
lowservants. and to eat and drink 

with the drunken: The lord of | 
that servant shall come in a day | 
awhen he looketh not for him. and 
in an hour that he is not aware 
of, And shall cut him asunder, and | 


appomt him his portion with the 
hypocrites: there shall be wee ping 
gnashing of teeth.’—Matt. 24: 
D1, 


; 
fj pial 


45- 


some of us God has sent about 
His business just as a servant at- 
tends to the household of his mas- 
ter while the master has gone on 
a long journey. Blessed will be the 
Christian who is busy doing what 
Jesus said to do when the Saviour 
comes to call him away for the 
honeymoon in Heaven! Verse 47 
says that such a faithful servant 
shall be made ruler over all his 
Foods. That compares with II 
Timothy 2:12, “If we suffer, we 
shall also reign with him... .” 

The other verses in the passage 
quoted above from Matthew 24 in- 
dicate that there will be a real 
shame for disobedient and worldly 
Christians when Jesus comes and 
they face Him on the basis of 
their works. 

In Matthew 25, verses 14 to 30, 
is the parable of the talents, and 
again Jesus illustrates His com- 
ing by the accounting which a 
man, traveling into a far country 
and returning, requires of the ser- 
vants unto whom he has delivered 
his goods. One man who received 
five talents increased them to ten, 
the one with two talents increas- 
ed them to four, but the man with 
one talent did nothing about it 
and was called “thou wicked and 
slothful servant” and was called 
an unprofitable servant. 

There, again, the returning mas- 
ter is represented as saying to his 


' 


| ment 


| shall 


Revelation 5:8-10 pic- 
elders in Heav- 


iron.”’ 
tures twenty-four 
en worshipping the Lord Jesus 
saying, “For thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation; 
and hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests: AND WE 
SHALL REIGN ON THE 
EARTH,” 

Notice 
reign 


saints 
the 


redeemed 
Christ on 


that 
with 
earth. 

In Revelation 20:6 is this won- 
derful promise to those in the 
‘first resurrection: “Blessed and 
holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection: on such the 


“Who then is a faithful and | second death hath no power, but 
whom his lord hath | they shall be priests of God and 


of Christ, and shall reign with 
him a thousand years.” 

It is obvious that there must be, 
a great accountfhhg in Heav- 
Christians shall be 
rewards. The rewards 
depending on the way 
lived. That judg- 
be to see whether 
for all these we 
now will have 
already been saved. But those who 
are already saved, who are al- 
ready changed and have glorified 
bodies and will have been caught 
up to meet Christ in the air and 
carried to the Father’s house of 
many mansions, must still face the 
lives they have lived and be re- 
warded for their works. 


where 
judged for 
will differ, 
| Christians have 
will not 

are saved, 
talking about 


j the *y 
ire 


That judgment or accounting is 
what Paul had in mind in II Co- 
rinthians 5:10, 11: 


“For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad. Knowing therefore the ter- 
ror of the Lord, we persuade 
men.” 


in 
in the fol- 


That judgment is described 
[ Corinthians 3:10-13 
lowing words: 


“According to the grace of God 
which is given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth 
thereon. But let every man take 
heed how he buildeth thereupon. 
For other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Je- 
sus Christ. Now if any man build 
upon this foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stub- 
ble; Every man’s work shall be 
made manifest: for the day shall 
declare it, because it shall be re- 
vealed by fire; and the fire shall 
try every man’s work of what 
sort it is.” 


Every Christian has Christ, the 
foundation. But, Oh, Christian, 
take heed how you build upon that 


foundation; how you live after 


you are saved! For if you build 
your Christian house, after sal- 
vation, of gold and silver and pre- 
cious stones, it will stand the fire 
of God's examination. But if you 
build it of ‘“‘wood, hay, stubble,” 
your work will be burned up. And 
verse 14 says, “If any man’s work 
abide which he hath built there- 
upon, he shall receive a reward.” 
People who are already saved will 
be rewarded for the good work 
they do for Christ. But verse 15 
says, “If amy man’s work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but 
he himself shall be saved; yet so 
as by fire,” 

Some Christians will be reward- 
ed with varying rewards, accord- 
ing to their good works after sal- 
vation. Other Christians will suf- 
fer loss, even in Heaven, and be 
barely saved, so as by fire, with- 
out any special reward! 

And certainly this is proper. 
Who would suppose that a care- 
less, worldly Christian who never 
wins a soul should have the same 
reward in Heaven as the Apostle 
Paul, or Stephen, stoned to death; 
or some martyr who gladly died, 
burned at the stake because he 
loved the Saviour and would not 
compromise? Who would suppose 
that a man who spends all his 
time making money, caring for 
his business, enjoying the luxuries 
of life, should receive the same 
reward when the Saviour comes 
as D. L. Moody, who was responsi- 
ble under God for winning a mil- 
lion souls? Both are saved alike, 
by the blood of Christ, the care- 
less Christian and the great soul 
winner; but. certainly both will 
not be on an equal in Heaven. 
There are degrees of joy and de- 
grees of reward for the saints. 
And throughout the thousand- 


years reign of Christ, it is cer- 
tain that some Christians will 
have places of great joy and honor 
and responsibility because they 
have earned them by the Christian 
lives they have lived. And it is 
equally certain that others will 
meet the Saviour with shame and 
embarrassment before the judg- 
ment. There will be a grave ac- 
counting when Jesus comes! 


Oh, beloved Christians, 
heed how you live! 

Jesus may come today. And 
when He comes, there will be a 
glad surprise for Christians who 
love Him and are ready to meet 
Him. There will be a glorious 
resurrection of all saved dead and 
the changing and glorification of 
the bodies of us who remain. 
There will be a grand reunion as 
we meet our loved ones and are 
caught up together with them in 
the air to meet the Lord, with no 
more sad goodbyes. There will be 
a grievous separation, however, 
between the saved and the lost 
when Christians are taken away 
to be with the Lord forever and 
lost ones are left in the darkness 
of the greatest tribulation the 
world has ever seen. And, then, 
Christians will have a grave ac- 
counting when they meet Jesus, 
not only our Saviour, but our 
Lord, our Master, who has en- 
trusted His work into our hands 
and who must, therefore, demand 
an accounting from His servants. 


Reader, are you ready if Jesus 
should come today? 

“Amen, Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus!” 


take 
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A Dumb Ole Country 
Boy 


I’m just a dumb ole country boy 
That ain’t so very smart 

And when I talk I get mixed up, 
My gears are hard to start: 

It seems I don’t have many brains 
Like other folks I know: 

And when It comes to s’ciety, 
My dumbness there I show. 


I found it don’t take brains, 
friend, 
The best, in life to gain: 
It’s not your wealth or what you 
are; 
Prestige you might obtain: 
It only takes just simple faith 
Eternal life to find: 
No matter who or where you 
stand, 
There’s grace for all mankind. 


my 


I went down to the jail-house once 
To witness for the Lord: 
I told them how the Lord saved 
me— 
They sure looked mighty bored: 
They nudged each other and they 
smiled, 
They thought that I was dumb: 
But they stayed in and I walked 
out, 
When leavin’ time had come. 


I’m still a dumb ole country boy, |e 
I hope Ill always be: 
Just dumb enough to trust the 
Lord 
For all eternity: 

And so I'll just keep travellin’ on, 
No brains and not too smart; 
I’m just a dumb ole country boy, 

With Jesus in my heart, 
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